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Michael A. Schneider, 32° KSA
Master of Kadosh
Consistory

A New Dawn: Reflecting on Achievements and
Welcoming Our Newly Installed Scottish Rite Brethren
Jan 2024

Dear Esteemed Brothers,

As the outgoing Master of Kadosh for the Pasadena
Consistory, it is with great joy and reverence that I write to
each one of you at the outset of this promising new year. I
extend a heartfelt welcome to our newly initiated Scottish
Rite Brethren and newly installed/or soon to be installed
Ofhicers and especially our new Venerable Master Honorable Robert Artinian, who has

the unique ability to be a friend to many, a mentor to most and an inspiration to us all.
Each of your initiations and installations mark not only personal milestones but also a
significant event in the life of our Pasadena Scottish Rite. As we embrace January—a
month symbolizing beginnings—1I find it fitting to pause and reflect on both our past
achievements and future horizons.

The past year has been one of monumental growth and deepened fellowship. Our
Pasadena Scottish Rite successfully carried out numerous charitable initiatives, offering
a helping hand to those in need, including our language center and Air Show Volunteer
program spearheaded by our New Personal Representative, Illustrious Gregory Gabriel,
and annual Visit from Santa distributing toys and assisting the Masonic Service Bureau
with the collection of clothing for the Midnight Mission.

Our educational forums have reached new heights, thanks in large part to Honorable
Brother Charlie Fisher who was awarded the Henville Award this year for his efforts
in continuing to inspire countless brethren to delve deeper into Masonic philosophy
and symbology through his monthly degree meetings. Brother Keith Kramer, has
continued to excite and involve New Scottish Rite Masons with his classroom teachings
helping to expand to multiple days to accommodate presentation of all 29 of the degrees
throughout new extended reunion schedule this year. This is truly a monumental task
and should help to promote yearlong involvement in the future. And let us not forget

Continued on next page
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Master of Kadosh, continued....

the Masonic degrees we have conferred, which have been executed with an unparalleled
degree of fidelity and excellence. Brother Chris Lebedoff, as Director of the Work has
increased our degree work to include all 29 of degrees spreading them over the entire
year.

Yet, the most vital of our achievements remains the indelible sense of brotherhood that
cach member of Pasadena Scottish Rite continues to nourish. The mutual support and
shared enlightenment we have cultivated are our most valuable accomplishments. The
achievements of this past year are not just milestones, but they also serve as stepping
stones for greater works to come.

January is indeed a month of beginnings, named for the Roman deity Janus—a god of
doors, gates, and transitions. With one face gazing into the past and another staring
into the future, Janus is the epitome of reflection and foresight, qualities we hold dear
as Masons. Our newly installed Brethren join us at this pivotal moment, as we stand
in the doorway between past achievements and future potential. This year we are also
blessed with two of our active Pasadena Scottish Rite Brethren joining the Grand Line
of Masons of California Narbeh Bagdasarian was appointed as the Grand Orator and
Brother Ara Maloyan was elected as the Grand Junor Warden of Masons of California.
What a great time to be joining and becoming involved with our Pasadena Scottish Rite
and let us not forget the upcoming birthday celebration and renovation of our beautiful
building which I will leave the details for a future bulletin.

Our fraternity has a long history of January events that have shaped us over the years,
from landmark installations to foundational chartering ceremonies. To join our ranks in
amonth so steeped in Masonic significance adds a layer of profundity to your initiation.

As we forge into this new year, let our collective resolution be to continue our earnest
endeavors—to uplift not just ourselves but also our community, our nation, and indeed
the whole of humanity. To our newest members, let this initiation into the Scottish Rite
be your ‘New Year of Enlightenment.” The light you seek is but a reflection of the inner
light you bring to this ancient and honorable fraternity.

May the Great Architect of the Universe guide your steps, enlighten your minds, and
enrich your lives, as we strive in unity for greater knowledge, deeper understanding, and
universal brotherhood.

Fraternally Yours,

Michael A. Schneider, 32° KSA
Master of Kadosh, Consistory
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The Secretary’s Memo Pad

Ill. William F. Rook, 33°
Happy New Year,

I have written 122 memos for the Pasadena
Scottish Rite Bulletin. This is my last one. I
will not be going forward as General Secretary
after installation of officers on the 26th. I hope
I served the Rite well in the last 11 years. I
thank all who have assisted me but especially
Dolores, Mary, Ron, Ben, Roland and yes even
Keith. If I missed anyone forgive me. I am not

going away I will still be a loyal Scottish Rite Brother, but in a retired
state. So with that allow me to paraphrase a screenplay title by Larry

Gelbart and Gene Reynolds:

Farewell, Good-Bye, So Mote it Be!

Bill
Daily Recap of Membership
Recap data generafed. 12/19/2023 2:01:14 AM
@® valley of Pasadena O Orient of Califernia © Southem Jurisdiction
Begin Initiations Affiliations Reinstatements Deaths Demits Susp NPD Susp Other

Pasadena / Lodge 658 35 9 20 14 9 1 5

Pasadena / Chapter 659 32 9 20 14 9 1 5

Pasadena / Council 658 32 9 20 14 9 1 5

Pasadena / Consistory 656 32 9 20 14 9 1 5

Current Dues Statistics
Accurate As OFf 12/19/2023 5:01:39 AM
Orient
0,

Count % of Total Wide Avg.
Active Members with Dues Paid in Full: 203 29.3% 33.4%
Active Members with Current Dues Balance: 181 26.1% 18.3%
Active Members with Arrears Dues Balance: 103 14.8% 18.6%
Active Members that are Dues Exempt (A,L,R): 112 16.1% 11.5%

Active Paid Life Members (E): 95 13.7% 18.2%

Total: 694

m

xplusions Ending

oo oo
=}
2

689

Jurisdiction
Wide Avg.

37.4%

19%
11.9%
10.5%
21.1%
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The P.R.s Corner
Il. Gregory J. Gabriel, 33°

New Year, New Beginning

Yes, it’s a new year and a new beginning for the Valley of
Pasadena. It will be a very busy time as we prepare for the
new Scottish Rite year and the challenges that await us.
First, however, I must thank the officers and board members
who served the Valley so well this past year. These are not
casy assignments for most of us, but every brother stepped
up to the challenge and did their best. I can’t ask more than
that from anyone. This past year was truly a successful one.
I must also thank all that participated in the 2023 reunion. It was something to be
proud of and I look forward to this year’s reunion. I was so delighted that we accepted
the challenge to assist the Orient by performing a “make-up” thirty-second degree for
the local valleys that were unable to do so on their own. While we had just a short
time to get it together, we were able to do so and as a result, we anointed and created
several brothers as Masters of the Royal Secret who would otherwise have had to wait
until next spring for the opportunity to complete their Scottish Rite journey. Excellent
work, my brothers!

For the new year, I had to make some very difficult decisions for officer placement
and board directors. It’s not my job to reinvent the wheel, but to keep it aligned and
well-greased in order to keep it on the path of success. I truly appreciate all that have
served and those who will now be taking on these important responsibilities. I wish
you all the best.

As many of you now know, there will be a major change in the administration of our
Valley. Illustrious Bill Rook, 33°, will be retiring as our General Secretary after many
years of faithful service. I have appointed him Secretary Emeritus and Chair of the
library committee. On behalf of all the members, we thank you for your wonderful
service and dedication and wish you all the best in your new endeavors. Illustrious
Ronald Alcorn III, 33°, will take the helm as our new General Secretary, and I look
forward toward working with him as we lead Pasadena into a new era.

Finally, I thank the brothers who will take on the important responsibility of lead-
ership in the new year. May the good Lord guide you and may peace and harmony
prevail as the Valley of Pasadena continues to shine throughout the Orient. May we
enjoy the best year yet, with many more to come.

Gregory J. Gabriel, 33°
Personal Representative

“‘DOITRITE”
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January Dinner Menus

Stated Meeting on January 5th

Cream of Mushroom Soup
Ceasar Salad
Chicken Breast Stuffed with Spinach, Cranberries & Feta Cheese
Garden Rice
Mixed Vegetables
Rolls & Butter
Tiramisu Cake

Last Day for reservations: Wednesday, January 3rd at 2pm

Number of Reservations at $20.00 Per Person
Fish or Vegetarian on request only when making reservation.

Installation on January 26th

Cheese, Crackers & Vegetable Appetizers
Wedge Salad with Ranch Dressing and Blue Cheese Crumbles
Entree is a choice of :
Prime Rib of Beef, with Baked Potato
or
Salmon, with Rice
Served with Asparagus, Rolls & Butter
Cheesecake

Last Day for reservations: Wednesday, January 24th at 2pm

Number of Reservations at $35.00 Per Person
Salmon or Vegetarian on request only when making reservation.
Remember - a reservation made is a reservation paid.
mary@pasadenascottishrite.org or 626-795-4213 Ext: 101
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Childhood Language Center

Robert S. Artinian, 32° KCCH

Greetings,

[ want to take this opportunity to acknowledge
and thank the board members and advisors who
have served in various capacities this past year,
including Mrs. Meghri Haabashian, who has
served as our Administrator.

As we look forward and forge ahead in 2024,
with a common goal, and embark on a new
journey for the Childhood Language Center, I look forward to our
expansion and the ability to have a positive impact and enrich the lives of as
many children and their families as possible.

I want to remember Illustrious Rees Padfield. While serving as an advisor
and contributing to the Childhood Language Center, his thoughtful
wisdom, and empathy he displayed toward the members as well as the
children we served will be cemented in our memory forever.

As Personal Representative, he led with tireless devotion, patience and
a vision toward the future and betterment of our Valley. His legacy will
forever be remembered.

Wishing all of you a Happy and Healthy New Year!

Robert S. Artinian, 32° KCCH
Board Chair
RiteCare Childhood Language Center of Pasadena

Good Cheer Report

William Rook
Flu

Please take a moment to call upon your distressed brethren.
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-+ Spirit-hiram

AT Friday, March &, 2094 at Bpm

The Spirit of Hiram is a dramatic presentation of the Master Mason Degree.
It has been performed by Pasadena Scottish Rite for decades and will retum
to our stage for one night. Itis a tiled performance for Master Masons only -
please put this on your calendars and help us spread the word by announcing

it at your lodges via Trestieboard, Secretary communication & appendent bodies.
There is a free Spaghetti Dinner at 6:30 pm. We look forward to your attendance.

DUES CARD REQUIRED FOR ADMISSION e SoH@PasadenaScottishRite.org

2024 Reunion - Projected Dates

Phase 1
4th thru 6th degrees  Friday, May 10, 2024
7th thru 14th degrees  Saturday, May 11, 2024

Phase 2
15th thru 18th degrees  Saturday, June 29, 2024

Phase 3
19th thru 26th degrees  Saturday, August 10, 2024

Phase 4
Saturday, September 14, 2024

27th thru 29th degrees

Phase 5
30th thru 32nd degrees ~ Saturday, October 19, 2024
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PASADENA SCOTTISH RITE BODIES

_—\ .

CORDIALLY INVITES YOU TO A RECEPTION HONORING
MOST WORSHIPFUL G. SEAN METROKA
GRAND MASTER OF MASONS IN CALIFORNIA
AND THE

130™ INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS
FRIDAY EVENING, JANUARY 26, 2024

RECEPTION 6 PM
DINNER 6:30 PM
INSTALLATION 8 PM
DONATION $35.00
MEMBERS AND THEIR INVITED GUEST ONLY

ROBERT S. ARTINIAN, 32° KCCH BENJAMIN B. MASOYAN, 32°
VENERABLE MASTER ELECT WISE MASTER ELECT
LODGE OF PERFECTION CHAPTER OF ROSE CROIX
NARBEH BAGDASARIAN, 32° JOEL E. CASTRO, 32° KSA
COMMANDER ELECT MASTER OF KADOSH ELECT
COUNCIL OF KADOSH CONSISTORY

DINNER RESERVATIONS NEEDED BY JANUARY 24, 2024
(626)795-4213 OR MARY@PASADENASCOTTISHRITE.ORG
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Knights of the Double Eagle Program

Points submitted and approved as of December 19th

Ron Alcorn III 6425
Ohannes Antabian 6400
Giuseppe Ariola 2450

Robert Artinian 1800
Rick Baca 350
Sebouh Badoyan 1150
Joel Castro 0

Shaunt Der-Grigorian 1075
Gregory Gabriel 75
Gallen Hernandez 0
Kenneth Hoerricks 2250

Scott Huard 0
Steven Klein 425
Keith Kramer 0
Ara Maloyan 3450
Leonard Manoukian 0
Simon Mcllroy 700

Maxim Mironenko 150

Timothy O’Hair 3850

TJ Oliva 100
Ronald Perez 150
Guillermo Quezada 275
William Rook 1150
Herair Rostamian 0
Roland Sanchez 3750
Michael Schneider 1275
Michael Smith 8650
John Thorpe 3200
Oliver Torrealba Torres 0
Keith White 25
Joseph Whittington 0
David Williams 275
Bill Witten 700
Zach Wolfe 0
Jonathan Dru Wood 3125
Dennis Yen 0

Please contact any of the committee members with inquiries:
[lustrious Ron Alcorn (ron@pasadenascottishrite.org),
[lustrious Gregory Gabriel (gregoryjgabriel@gmail.com),
Brother John S.C. Thorpe (j.s.c.thorpe@gmail.com) and
Honorable Robert Artinian (robertartinian@gmail.com).

https://www.de32.org/

Thank you in advance for your participation.

Sincerely & fraternally,

KDE Committee
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G. SEAN METROKA
Grand Master of Masons in California

Brother G. Sean Metroka was raised a Master Mason in Table
Mountain Lodge No. 124 in Paradise on October 23, 1979. He is a
past master of Nevada Lodge No. 13 in Nevada City and the current
Master of Harmony Lodge No. 164 in Sierra City.

Continued on next page
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Grand Master, continued...

Brother Metroka currently serves the Grand Lodge of California
as Grand Master and is a former Grand Orator, district inspector
and chairman of the Grand Lodge Committee on Leadership
Development. He has served on all five of the Grand Lodge
constitutional boards.

Brother Metroka’s involvement in Masonry began when he joined
Paradise Chapter Order of DeMolay in 1972. He served as chapter
master councilor in 1974 and Superior Division master councilor
in 1977. He was honored with the Degree of Chevalier and Legion
of Honor. Sean continued his involvement in DeMolay as an adult
advisor and was awarded the Cross of Honor, the Grand Master’s
Youth Support Award, and the Guild of the Leather Apron for his
distinguished adult service. Sean credits DeMolay with having the
greatest positive influence on his youth, second only to his parents.

In 1976, Sean enlisted in the United States Marine Corps, the start of
what would be more than 30 years of military service to his country.
After graduating from California State University at Chico with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in geography, Sean was commissioned a
Second Lieutenant. He received numerous promotions during his
career and was ultimately elevated to the rank of Colonel. During
his tenure, he served in both active duty and reserve capacities. He
was the commander of the 5th Battalion, 14th Marines in Seal Beach
and served two combat tours of duty in Iraq, where he planned long-
range fire support for the First Marine Expeditionary Force and was
the Marines’ liaison to the Combined Joint Special Operations Task
Force, Arabian Peninsula.

Following his initial release from active duty, Sean entered the
aerospace industry as a systems engineer with McDonnell Douglas
in Long Beach. Through several promotions he ended up as a senior
manager in finance and accounting. After a stint in healthcare
business management, Sean joined the finance department of Nevada
County Superior Court in 2000. Returning from a tour of duty in
Iraq in 2003, Sean was selected to be the court’s chief executive
Continued on next page
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Grand Master, continued...

officer and served in that position for 15 years. As CEO, Sean was
responsible for overseeing the management and administration of
all non-judicial functions of the court, including personnel, finance,
facilities, technology, security, jury management, long-range
planning, and public relations. Sean retired from the court in 2018 to
focus on other things he loves, especially his service in Freemasonry.
Sean is a Scottish Rite, York Rite and Shrine Mason, and is a member
of the Red Cross of Constantine, Holy Royal Arch Knight Templar
Priests, Sciots, National Sojourners, Heroes of 76, Allied Masonic
Degrees and Golden Compasses Research Lodge.

Sean has actively supported his community. He served as cub
master and scout master when his sons were young, and he coached
youth football. He was a member of the board of directors of Sierra
Nevada Memorial Hospital Foundation for 15 years, including four
years as president. He has served several other non-profits and as a
volunteer for Empire Mine State Historic Park.

Brother Sean and his wife, Margaret, live in Nevada City. They’ve
been married 39 years and have three adult children and two
grandchildren.
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Albert Pike's

THE PORCH AND
THE MIDDLE CHAMBER

THE BOOK OF THE LODGE

ARITUAL OF THE
SCOTTISH RITE BLUE DEGREES

ARTURO DE HOYOS

Albert Pike’s The Porch & The Middle Chamber.

The Book of the Lodge: A Ritual of the Scottish Rite Blue Degrees &

The Middle Chamber.

XIII
FINAL INSTRUCTION

We shall confine ourselves to such explanations as will point to the
paths of study, travelling in which you may come, in time, fully to

comprehend the meaning of this degree.

The Word whispered in your ear is the substitute for the TRUE

WORD of a Master. It contains a mystery which you may perhaps

Continued on next page
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Library Treasures, continued...

hereafter learn. It is said to have been the first exclamation at the
grave when the body had been uncovered, and it covers and con-
tains the True Word. “Seek and ye shall find” “ The Glory of God,”
the Scripture saith, is, to conceal the Word” “In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was contained in God, and the Word was

God”

In the French Rite, and also in the English Lodges, the substitute is .
.., which is composed of two Hebrew words, and means, “the place
where the murdered one was concealed”

It Is said that when the third conspirator was on the point or strik-
ing the Master, the latter threw his hands up in front of his fore-
head, with the palms outward, to protect his forehead against the
blow, crying, “O Lord, my God! is there no help for he son of the
widow ”. Hence Masons are called Children of the Widow.”

The seal found on the body of the Master Hairom was what is still
known among the Arabs and the Hebrews of the Orient as the
Light or Seal of Salamon.

Bibliographical source:

Book: The Porch and the Middle Chamber:
BOOK OF THE LODGE.

Published by the Scottish Rite Research Society,
2022. (Pages: 312-313).

Research, Summary by:

Brother Oliver A. Torrealba, M:. M:., 32° KSA.
Knight of the Council of Nine / Knight of Heraldry & Regalia.
KSA-Pasadena Scottish Rite.

(Past-Chieftain KSA-Long Beach Scottish Rite).
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Women’s Association News

Gentlemen, thank you for sharing this newsletter with your lady

Good afternoon ladies,
Happy New Year everyone, see you hopefully in January!
Sincerely,

Lynda Lockhart
President

Visit us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/Pasadena AASR

IN MEMORIAM

James E. Black, Sr.
Sheridan Lodge No. 64, Oregon
May 4, 2023

May Almighty God, in his infinite mercy,

Grant that we may meet again, to part no more.

(" Mission Statement )

It is the mission of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, SJ, to improve it members and enhance the
communities in which they live by teaching and emulating the principles of Brotherly Love, Tolerance,
Charity, and Truth while actively embracing high social, moral, and spiritual values including fellowship,
compassion, and dedication to God, family and country.

Strate B};glc Objectives

Fulfill the promise of additional Masonic knowledge through education and training.
Build a Positive Public Image of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.
Support and expand our philanthropic activities.
[Provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and long-term success of the Fraternity.
Provide a financial process to ensure the stability and long-term success of the Fraternity

Scottish Rite Creed

Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought our supreme wish, freedom of conscience our mission, and

\ the guarantee of equal rights to all people everywhere our ultimate goal. )
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Pasadena Childhood Language Center

% chliboo
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PASADENA

Meghri Habashian
Office Coordinator

Donations may be made by a group, an organization, a couple, or an
individual. They may be made In Honor of..., In Memory of..., as a
member of the 365 Club, or as Friends of the Center. All donors are
recognized in the bulletin.

Thank You to Our December 2023 Donors
365 Club

Frank Barbano,

Bill Rook

Memorials
Jose Baldonado in memory of Eugenia Baldonado.
Sharon Kanoske in memory of Jose & Florence Dines.

In Honor of

Friends of the Center
James Leiphardt, Edwin Escamilla, Ian Linton, Charles Pierce, Daniel
Jones, Stuart Wright, Jon Ericson, Shant Muradian, Harwood Wright,
Boyd Brown, Leor Binshtock, Jesus Lugo, The Smidt Foundation.

Remember when making donations please make checks payable
to “California Scottish Rite Foundation” and put Pasadena on the
memo line.



20

Pasadena Scottish Rite Bulletin

Official Publication of the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry,
Southern Jurisdiction of the USA, Valley

of Pasadena and Coordinate Bodies

Gregory J. Gabriel, 33°

Personal Representative

Officers of the Pasadena Bodies

Lodge of Perfection
Sebouh Badoyan, 33°
Venerable Master

Chapter of Rose Croix
Frank P. Barbano, 32°
Wise Master

Council of Kadosh
Ara Maloyan, 32°KCCH

Commander

Consistory
Michael A. Schneider, 32° KSA
Master of Kadosh

All Bodies
Jeffrey W. Yates, 32° KCCH
Miles H. Bresee 111, 32° KCCH Treasurer
William F. Rook, 33° Secretary
Keith D. Kramer, 32° KSA  Asst. to Secretary
Stephen R. Miller, 32° KCCH Organist
Roland P. Sanchez, 32°KSA Tiler

Almoner

Periodical

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite
150 North Madison Avenue
Pasadena, CA 91101-1710

Time dated material

Scottish Rite Calendar
Keep Friday Nights for Scottish Rite

JANUARY

Wednesday, January 3
Deadline for February Bulletn Articles

Friday, January 5

4:30PM Cathedral Board
Language Center Board

6:00PM Social

6:30PM

8:00PM

Dinner

Stated Meeting & Elections
Consistory in charge
Women’s Association

Saturday, January 13
10:00AM Knights of Saint Andrew

Friday, January 19
7:00PM Installation Practice

Friday, January 26
6:00PM  Reception Honoring

MW G. Sean Metroka, Grand Master of
Masons in California

6:30PM Dinner $35

Member and their invited guest only

8:00PM Installation of Officers

Saturday, January 27
10:00AM Discussion Group

SAVE THE DATE

Stated Meeting, February 2, 2024
Spirit of Hiram, March 8, 2024
Living Constitution, September 27, 2024




