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Continued on next page...

Narbeh Bagdasarian, 32°
Commander

Council of Kadosh

My brothers,

This being my first message as the Commander 
of Council of Kadosh, I would like to take this 
opportunity and offer my heartfelt thanks to all 
of you, my Brothers at the Valley of Pasadena, 
for having put your trust and confidence in me 
by electing me to this position.  This is a truly 
humbling experience, and I shall cherish it dearly.  
I would also like to offer our collective thanks to 
our Valley’s management last year.  Thanks to our 
Personal Representative, Illustrious Gabriel, and our Venerable Master, 
Illustrious Badoyan, our Valley achieved significant accomplishments last 
year.  To me, the most important was that in 2023, we offered and performed 
more Degrees for those Brothers who were going through their Scottish Rite 
journey.  

And now, I am looking forward to this year.  As we all know, Venerable 
Artinian will continue to develop plans and programs that would elevate the 
Valley of Pasadena to a higher level of visibility throughout our state.  To him, 
we all pledge our support!

This year, I am expected to prepare and offer three messages to be published in 
our Valley’s bulletin.  I have decided that my three messages will be related and 
will have the same theme and foundation.  That ongoing theme is going to be 
the influence of Scottish Rite of Freemasonry.  Beginning with this message, 
I will focus on importance of Scottish Rite Degrees, how the Degrees benefit 
our Fraternity in general, and how they benefit us individually, as Scottish 
Rite members.  I will cover the importance and significance of the Scottish 
Rite Degrees in this message.
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Master of Kadosh, continued....

As most of you know, Albert Pike (1809-1891), who served as the Sovereign 
Grand Commander of the Supreme Council, Scottish Rite (Southern 
Jurisdiction, USA) from 1859 to 1891, was very instrumental in developing 
and expanding our Scottish Rite doctrines, rituals and procedures.  In his 
famous book, “Morals and Dogma of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite 
of Freemasonry,” published in 1871, Pike primarily focused on the meanings 
and effects of the Scottish Degrees and their beautiful and impressive Ritual.  
He had an optimistic and positive opinion about the Scottish Rite, viewing 
it as a means of further promoting the principles of Freemasonry and guiding 
its members on a path of moral, intellectual, and spiritual enlightenment.
In Albert Pike’s view, the Scottish Rite is an effective vehicle for emphasizing 
the importance of education, virtue, and service; he believes that the Scottish 
Rite plays a crucial role in instilling these values in its members.  Pike as well 
as several other Masonic scholars are of the firm opinion that the Scottish 
Rite offers an invaluable opportunity for Masons to explore further and delve 
deeper into the historical, philosophical and esoteric aspects of our Craft.  
The degrees of the Scottish Rite are means of imparting moral, ethical, and 
spiritual lessons to its members, guiding them on a journey of self-discovery 
and enlightenment.

Thus, going through the Scottish Rite Degrees is an essential step required for 
each Freemason who wants to develop his knowledge and educate himself in 
the history and esoterism imbedded in various parts of our ceremonies.  It can 
be said with certainty that the Scottish Rite experience is required for one to 
get a better understanding of the true meaning of the first three Degrees of 
our Blue Lodges, especially the Third Degree.

As members of the Scottish Rite, therefore, it is our responsibility to educate 
and inform our Blue Lodges Brothers about the importance of the Scottish 
Rite teachings and experience.  I truly believe it is our duty to promote the 
Scottish Rite specially to those Masons who are more interested in our history 
and in symbolic and esoteric meaning behind our Degrees.  Let us reflect and 
contemplate on this duty and do all we can to promote the Scottish Rite.

Narbeh Bagdasarian, 32º
Commander, Council of Kadosh
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Continued on next page

Meet the Commander 

Narbeh Bagdasarian, 32°
Commander, Council of Kadosh

Brother Narbeh was born into a Christian Armenian family in Teheran, Iran. 
After high school, he attended medical school. He and his wife moved to 
California in 1991, and after receiving accreditation for his medical degree, 
Narbeh attended law school. For the last 18 years, he is an attorney with the 
County of Los Angeles representing physicians who work at various County 
hospitals and clinics. For almost 20 years, Brother Narbeh has also been 
teaching medical as well as legal courses in various colleges and universities.

Brother Narbeh’s Masonic life began in 1993. He was raised in July 1993 in 
Glendale Lodge. Later in the same year, he received his 32nd Degree at the 
Pasadena Scottish Rite. Narbeh served as the Master of Glendale Lodge in 
1997, 1998 and 2007. In 2000, Brother Narbeh received the Hiram Award. 
He is also a member of Round Table Lodge No. 876, Ararat Lodge No. 848, 
La France Lodge No. 885, the Lodge of Holy Land No. 50 in Jerusalem, 
Israel, and Harmony Lodge No. 8 in Yerevan, Armenia.

In 2007, Brother Narbeh affiliated with the Grand Lodge of Iran in Exile 
or GLI. He is a Past Master of Hafez Lodge No. 8 and Toos Lodge No. 35 
under the GLI. He served the GLI as the Grand Organist, Assistant Grand 
Lecturer, and the Grand Lecturer. During his term as the GLI Grand 
Lecturer, he published GLI’s very first ritual book and floor work manual.

Brother Narbeh has served the Grand Lodge of California as the Grand 
Bible Bearer for two terms. He is currently the Grand Orator of the Grand 
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Meet the Commander Continued...

Lodge of California. He is a director on the Acacia Creek Board, and is the 
Inspector of the 737 Masonic District.

Brother Narbeh has a real passion for music. He has published two music 
collections and is working on his third. His second music collection, 
published in August 2020, is “Freemasons’ Music,” a book that has more than 
400 pieces of Masonic music.
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The Secretary’s Desk
Ill. Ronald W. Alcorn III, 33º

Only a few members of the Kenneth 
Christianson memorial class were present at 
the February meeting to receive their patents, 
for those of you from the class that were absent 
we will be handing out patents again during 
the dinner in March.

Please remember to make your dinner 
reservations with Mary at the office by 
Wednesday, February 28th at 2:00pm.

We now have an online membership application available on our web 
site. https://www.pasadenascottishrite.org/membership/

If you already have a paper copy of the Petition for membership you 
can  use the QR code on the back cover and it will also take you to 
the membership page of our web site where you can access the online 
application.

Ronald W. Alcorn III, 33°
General Secretary

https://www.pasadenascottishrite.org/membership/ 
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The P.R.’s Corner
Ill. Gregory J. Gabriel, 33º

March Madness

Once again, March madness is upon us. But I’m not 
talking about college basketball or spring training at 
baseball camp. I speak of the “MASONIC” calendar 
and the many events that the Month of March brings.

Of course, there are the regular activities the Scottish 
Rite has to offer, monthly dinner, stated meeting and the like, but there is so 
much more!

March has always been celebrated by our Grand Lodge as Masonic Youth 
Month. I challenge every member to visit at least one DeMolay Chapter, 
Job’s Daughters Bethel, or Rainbow Assembly during the month. I would 
like to know what you thought about the meeting. I also encourage you to 
be a mentor for one of these great organizations. We need to show our youth 
that “Masons Care” isn’t just lip service, it’s the real thing! 

At home, we will have our annual stage production of the “Spirit of Hiram”, 
a presentation of the second section of the third degree. It is open to ALL 
Master Masons, but a 2024 dues card is required. See the advertisement for 
this event in the Bulletin for further details.

March is a wonderful time of year, please spend some of that time with your 
brothers at the Rite. Oh, and don’t forget to set your clocks forward on Sun-
day, March 10th. I don’t want you to be late for any of our activities!

Gregory J. Gabriel, 33°
Personal Representative of the S.G.I.G. in California
“DO IT RITE”
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2024 Reunion – Projected Dates

Phase 1
4th thru 6th degrees     Friday, May 10, 2024

7th thru 14th degrees     Saturday, May 11, 2024

Phase 2
15th thru 18th degrees     Saturday, June 29, 2024

Phase 3
19th thru 26th degrees     Saturday, August 10, 2024

Phase 4
27th thru 29th degrees     Saturday, September 14, 2024

Phase 5
30th thru 32nd degrees     Saturday, October 19, 2024

March Dinner Menu
Stated Meeting on March 1st

Corned Beef & Cabbage Soup
Wedge Salad with Bleu Cheese Dressing

Beef Stew over egg noodles
Rolls & Butter

Baileys Chocolate Mousse Cake

Last day for reservations: Wednesday, February 28th at 2pm

 Number of Reservations at $20.00 Per Person..................
Fish or Vegetarian on request only when making reservation.

Remember - a reservation made is a reservation paid.
mary@pasadenascottishrite.org or 626-795-4213 Ext: 101
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Knights of the Double Eagle Program

Points submitted and approved as of February 25th

Ron Alcorn III  6475
Ohannes Antabian  6525
Giuseppe Ariola  2575
Robert Artinian  1800
Rick Baca   350
Sebouh Badoyan  1150
Joel Castro  0
Shaunt Der-Grigorian 1100
Gregory Gabriel  75
Gallen Hernandez 0
Kenneth Hoerricks  2250
Scott Huard   0
Steven Klein  425
Keith Kramer   0
Ara Maloyan   3850
Leonard Manoukian 0
Simon McIlroy  700
Maxim Mironenko 150

Timothy O’Hair  4250
TJ Oliva   100
Ronald Perez   150
Guillermo Quezada 275
William Rook   1150
Herair Rostamian 0
Roland Sanchez  4400
Michael Schneider 1275
Michael Smith  12000
John Thorpe   3325
Oliver Torrealba Torres 0
Keith White  25
Joseph Whittington 0
David Williams  275
Bill Witten  700
Zach Wolfe  0
Jonathan Dru Wood  3350
Dennis Yen   0

Please contact any of the committee members with inquiries:
Honorable Robert Artinian (robertartinian@gmail.com) 
Brother John S.C. Thorpe (j.s.c.thorpe@gmail.com) 
Illustrious Ron Alcorn (ron@pasadenascottishrite.org) and
Illustrious Gregory Gabriel (gregoryjgabriel@gmail.com), 

 https://www.de32.org/

Thank you in advance for your participation. 

Sincerely & fraternally,

KDE Committee
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A Sponsor's Responsibility
For every petitioner for the degrees of Scottish Rite Degrees there 
is a Scottish Rite Mason who is his sponsor on whom rests the re-
sponsibility for proper training of the petitioner. The Scottish Rite 
Mason who signs the petition has a responsibility that does not end 
with their signature on the petition. If you invited a guest to a gath-
ering at your home, you make sure that he meets all of your guest 
and is made welcome and comfortable. Isn't the man whom you 
recommend Scottish Rite Freemasonry entitled to the same cour-
tesy? As his sponsor, is it not your duty to assist him with his work 
and take an interest in his progress? It seems to us that it is, and 
that you should see to it that he fully understands the fine lessons 
of our degrees. If you recommend a man to the Scottish Rite, satisfy 
yourself that he is receiving that for which you recommended  him. 
To do so is but a Masonic courtesy and it is your duty as a Scottish 
Rite Mason.

Childhood Language Center
Robert S. Artinian, 32° KCCH

The Foundation is finalizing the process with 
Pasadena City College and will resume services 
on February 20th. It will be our combined 
objective to have a positive impact and to enrich 
the lives of children and their families that we 
serve to fulfill their full potential.

Thank you for your continued support, patience, 
and assistance during this transitional period. 

Robert S. Artinian, 32° KCCH
Board Chair
RiteCare Childhood Language Center of Pasadena
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The Librarian’s Memo Pad

Ill. William F. Rook, 33º

The Significance of Masonic Symbolism
Our library has a wealth of material and 
literature on Freemasonry. Many subjects 
are available for study and research. I hope 
each month to focus in on some topics that 
might spark an interest in further study and 
research in the individual brother. This month 
symbolism is the topic.

Masonry is “veiled in allegory and illustrated 
by symbols” because these are the surest ways by which moral and ethical 
truths may be taught. It is not only with the brain and the mind the the 
initiate takes in Masonry but also with the heart.

Mind speaks to mind with spoken and written words, Heart speaks 
to heart with words that can not be written or spoken. Those words 
are symbol; words which mean little to the indifferent, much to the 
understanding.

The body has its five senses through which the mind can learn; the mind 
also has imagination. That imagination may see farther than the eyes abd 
hear sounds farther then may be caught by the ears. To the imagination 
symbols become plain as printed words to the eyes, Nothing else will do; 
no words can be as effective.

Each Mason can and should analyze for himself each symbol, each 
allegory, and form his own personal moral philosophy. Through the 
study of symbolism he will learn the meaning of Masonry, and his own 
life will be enriched thereby.

The significance of symbolism is emphasized in the following quotation 
from Oliver Day Street’s Symbolism of the Three Degrees.

Continued on next page
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It may be asserted in the broadest terms that the Mason that knows 
nothing of the symbolism knows little of Masonry. He may be able to 
repeat every line of ritual without error, and yet if he does noth understand 
the meaning of the ceremonies, the signs, the words, the emblems, and 
the figures, he is an ignoramous Masonically. It is distressing to witness 
how much timeand labor is spent in memorizing ‘the work’ and how 
little in ascertaining what it means,  Far be if from me to underate the 
importance of letter operfection in rendering the ritual, In no other way 
can the symbolism of our emblems, traditions, and allegories be accurately 
preserved, but I do maintain that, if we never understand their meanings, 
it is useless to preserve them, The two go hand in hand; without either 
the beauty and symmetry of the masonic Temple is destroyed.

Take from Masonry its symbols and but the husk remains, the kernal 
is gone. He who hears but the words of Masonry misses their meaning 
entirely.

Fraternally,

Bill

Librarian’s Memo Pad, continued.....

Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, SJ, to improve it members and enhance the 

communities in which they live by teaching and emulating the principles of Brotherly Love, Tolerance, 
Charity, and Truth while actively embracing high social, moral, and spiritual values including fellowship, 

compassion, and dedication to God, family and country.

Strategic Objectives
Fulfill the promise of additional Masonic knowledge through education and training.

Build a Positive Public Image of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.
Support and expand our philanthropic activities.

Provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and long-term success of the Fraternity.
Provide a financial process to ensure the stability and long-term success of the Fraternity

Scottish Rite Creed
Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought our supreme wish, freedom of conscience our mission, and 

the guarantee of equal rights to all people everywhere our ultimate goal.
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CLAUSEN’S COMMENTARY ON MORALS AND DOGMA.
By HENRY C. CLAUSEN, 33°

Sovereign Grand Commander of The Supreme Council, 33°, Scottish 
Rite, SJ.

(Mother Supreme Council of the World). 1969 – 1985.
Sovereign Grand Inspector General in California. NNNN-1969.

Past Grand Master of Masons in California. 1954.

 
INTENDANT OF THE BUILDING

EIGHTH DEGREE

Continued on next page
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Summary:

Masonry reduces to practice the great principles of God’s inherent 
love, charity, morality and kindness. But many times the symbols 
and the ceremonies deliberately have multiple meanings. The truth 
then is concealed in hints and allusions that are designed for dis-
covery only in stages and through organized and systematic reflec-
tion and study. It is futile to advance unless we learn the lessons 
already given in work and ceremonies and communications and 
the related jurisprudence. Thus, we proceed toward our ultimate 
goal of Perfection, the name of our first fourteen degrees. But the 
Scottish Rite is practical. The world itself is God’s handiwork and 
hence essentially good. In truth, it is the beginning of heaven and 
part of immortality. We should weigh the world’s evil against the 
good; the misanthropy, the melancholy and the despair as opposed 
to the contentment, the blessings and the happiness. Compare our 
afflictions with those of they who are less fortunate. Our faults are 
more truly reflected in the mirror of enemies than that of friends. 
We have high duties to perform and an inspiring destiny to fulfill 
upon this earth as a noble field of action.

Bibliographical source:
Book: CLAUSEN’S COMMENTARY ON 
MORALS AND DOGMA. 
By Henry C. Clausen, 33°. Third Printing, 
March 1979. (Pages 45 - 50).
Illustrations: for the Commentaries were 
conceived and designed by Brother Robert E. 
Bartlett, 33°.

Research, Summary by: 
Brother Oliver A. Torrealba, M:. M:., 32° KSA.
Knight of the Council of Nine. KSA-Pasadena Scottish Rite.
(Past-Chieftain KSA-Long Beach Scottish Rite).

Library Treasures, continued...
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Women’s Association News

Gentlemen, thank you for sharing this newsletter with your lady

Good afternoon Ladies,
I am sorry I have not been able to be with you the last few months however, 
my thoughts and good wishes have been and continue to be with you all!

In the meantime, Sharon Ouellette, our faithful Secretary has volunteered 
to help us along the way during my absence.

She was our “official” greeter last month as you all arrived for our dinner 
before the meeting and, I believe, she will have name tags for you all in 
March to help us become acquainted with each other as we meet together 
upstairs in our lounge.  You all will probably discuss any further details that 
Sharon or others might offer.

PS: I understand the elevator was out of order for our February meeting, 
but hopefully will be repaired for our next meeting.  If there is still an 
inconvenience for our March meeting, I believe you will be able to meet in 
the dining room after dinner or perhaps in another room on the same floor.  
Sharon will be able to announce the change, if necessary before we depart 
for our meeting.

I hope you all will have lovely weather by our March meeting.

Sincerely,
Lynda Lockhart
President

Visit us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/PasadenaAASR
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Pasadena Childhood Language Center

  

Meghri Habashian
Office Coordinator

Donations may be made by a group, an organization, a couple, or an 
individual. They may be made In Honor of…, In Memory of…, as a 
member of the 365 Club, or as Friends of the Center. All donors are 
recognized in the bulletin. 

Thank You to Our February 2024 Donors
365 Club 

Frank Barbano,
Bill Rook

Memorials
The Smith Family Trust in memory of Phyllis Smith

In Honor of

Friends of the Center
 David Senf

Richard Johnson
Pasadena Scottish Rite

Remember when making donations please make checks payable 
to “California Scottish Rite Foundation” and put Pasadena on the 
memo line.
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Official Publication of the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, 

Southern Jurisdiction of the USA, Valley 
of Pasadena and Coordinate Bodies

Gregory J. Gabriel, 330     Personal Representative

Officers of the Pasadena Bodies
Lodge of Perfection

Robert S. Artinian, 320 KCCH
Venerable Master

Chapter of Rose Croix
B. Benjamin Masoyan, 320  KCCH

Wise Master
Council of Kadosh

Narbeh Bagdasarian, 320

Commander
Consistory

Joel E. Castro, 320 KSA
Master of Kadosh

All Bodies
Jeffrey W. Yates, 320 KCCH Almoner
Miles H. Bresee III, 320 KCCH Treasurer
Ronald W. Alcorn III, 330 Secretary
Keith D. Kramer, 320 KSA  Asst. to Secretary
Stephen R. Miller, 320 KCCH Organist
Wayne R. Sauer, 320 KSA Tiler

aaaaaaaaaaaaaa

Made in the

USA

Scottish Rite Calendar
Keep Friday Nights for Scottish Rite

MARCH

Wednesday, February 28
Deadline for April Bulletin Articles

Friday, March 1
4:30PM  Cathedral Board
6:00PM  Social
6:30PM  Dinner
8:00PM  Stated Meeting
  Council of Kadosh in charge
  Women’s Association

Wednesday, March 6
5:00PM  Language Center Board

Friday, March 8
6:30PM  Free Spaghetti Dinner
  First come first served,
  no reservations necessary
7:30PM Spirit of Hiram Performance

Saturday, March 9
10:00AM Knights of Saint Andrew

Saturday, March 23
10:00AM Discussion Group

SAVE THE DATE

Stated Meeting, April 5, 2024
Remembrance and Renewal 

Statewide Reunion, April 26-28, 2024
Valley of San Jose, April 26
Valley of Oakland, April 27 & 28 

Living Constitution, September 27, 2024


