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Joel E. Castro, 32° KSA

Master of Kadosh
Consistory

Greetings to the Pasadena Scottish Rite Valley!  The 
month of May is an important one to Scottish Rite 
Freemasonry, for it was on May 1, 1786, that the 
Grand Constitutions of 1786 were alleged to have 
been adopted, which provided for a Rite consisting 
of Thirty-three degrees under the title of the 
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite and governed 
by a Supreme Council.  This constitution shaped 
the structure of the Scottish Rite Freemasonry 
practiced in the United States today.  A Supreme 
Council was then opened in Charleston, South Carolina on May 31, 1801, 
which established the “Mother Council of the World.”

Given our rich history of traditions and with our degree conferrals soon 
approaching, I would like to remind each one of our membership to invite 
at least one non-Scottish Rite Mason to come out and receive the Masonic 
Light that the Pasadena Scottish Rite Valley has to offer.  I believe all that 
our brothers need is an introduction to Scottish Rite Freemasonry and they 
will realize the value added by attending our meetings.  We already have a 
sizeable class, but it would increase the experience if the auditorium was filled 
not only with class members but also with members who help guide them to 
assist in our great work, in whatever manner suits them.   

That being said, we are now in the spring season and we have begun the 
transition from the cool to warm months of the year.  We are all now being 
showered with the great waves of the glorious light from nature, we should 
never forget that we are also being given the gift of internal light and it is our 
indispensable duty to share that light in all our doings.  Always remember 
to invoke the blessing of the Great Architect of the Universe to endeavor 
to grant us safe passage through any journey which has be set forth before 

Continued on next page
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Master of Kadosh, continued....

each of us.  This is speaking to having awareness of always attempting to 
project positive vibes when traveling across the planes of time and leaving a 
positive impression in every exchange of energy or should I say interaction 
one encounters in our daily lives.

To conclude and since we are seekers of light, I would like to impart a small 
spark of Masonic Light or Truth if you will.  The concept of light used in 
language and in the philosophy of ancient religions and mystical orders can 
lead to a deep realization of its meaning through reflection and study.   Light 
itself, through a simple Google search, brings up several definitions which are 
the following:

1. The natural agent that stimulates sight and makes things visible.
2. An expression in someone’s eyes indicating a particular emotion or mood.
3. Understanding of a problem or mystery; enlightenment.

These definitions deal with some type of light, either inner or outer, by which 
we view things and learn valuable lessons.  The term Masonic Light can also 
superficially be deemed to apply to intellectual enlightenment of one who 
has been engaged in the study of mental obscurity, with reference to the great 
questions of man’s origin, being, and destiny.  In our Masonic Travels symbols 
may be put along our respective paths, which may be interpreted by us at 
the appropriate time. These symbols are aids for revealing the mysterious 
connection between matter and spirit.  Regaining Light is never in the 
destiny of any person, unless it is done with hard work and a true dedication. 
We should all work towards this study of the Eternal Truth of the Manifested 
Word, which may better prepare any initiate to receive the Unmanifested 
Word.  As I end this, I will leave you with a quote:
 
“We have all the light we need, we just need to put it into practice!”
  - Albert Pike

Joel E. Castro, 32º KSA
Master of Kadosh, Consistory
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Continued on next page...

Meet the Master of Kadosh

Joel E. Castro, 32° KSA
Master of Kadosh,  Consistory

Joel Castro was born in Los Angeles, California in 1978 where he has 
lived most of his life in California while growing up.  Joel quickly enlisted 
in United States Air Force following his graduation from Downtown 
Business High School in Los Angeles.  In the military he primarily worked 
and supported F-16 Fighter aircraft in Operational Test & Evaluation 
and the United States Weapons School as an F-16 Avionics Maintenance 
Technician at Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada.  After serving 4 years in 
the United States Air Force, he worked numerous jobs such as Home 
Depot Department Supervisor, Carpenter, and Biomedical Equipment 
Technician.  Joel ultimately began and completed undergraduate studies 
at California State University Los Angeles and received a dual Bachelor 
of Science degree in Electrical Engineering and Physics.  He is currently 
completing his Master of Science degree in Experimental Physics.  
While enrolled in university he began work as an Associate Electronics 
Engineer working with single-sided Compton backscatter X-ray Imaging 
for Non-destructive Testing, then as an Electronics Engineer improving 
designs for remote monitoring equipment for corrosion detection and 
protection, and currently is a Supervisor Electronics Engineer overseeing 
the Instrumentation Test Support Division for the United States Air 
Force Test Pilot School at Edwards Air Force Base, California.   

Joel was raised a Master Mason in 2010 and he is currently a member of 
Reseda Masonic Lodge #666, the Southern California Research Lodge, 
Pasadena Scottish Rite, Al Malaikah Shrine, San Fernando Valley York 
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Rite Bodies, Cinema Grotto, Western Grotto Association, and the 
San Fernando y San Juan Council #105 Allied Masonic Degrees.  He 
is currently the Worshipful Master of Reseda Masonic Lodge #666, 
Junior Warden of the Southern California Research Lodge, President 
of the Burbank Shrine Club, 1st Vice President of the Western Grotto 
Association, and a Past Monarch of Cinema Grotto.

Meet the Master of Kadosh, continued....

A Sponsor's Responsibility
For every petitioner for the degrees of Scottish Rite Degrees there 
is a Scottish Rite Mason who is his sponsor on whom rests the re-
sponsibility for proper training of the petitioner. The Scottish Rite 
Mason who signs the petition has a responsibility that does not end 
with their signature on the petition. If you invited a guest to a gath-
ering at your home, you make sure that he meets all of your guest 
and is made welcome and comfortable. Isn't the man whom you 
recommend Scottish Rite Freemasonry entitled to the same cour-
tesy? As his sponsor, is it not your duty to assist him with his work 
and take an interest in his progress? It seems to us that it is, and 
that you should see to it that he fully understands the fine lessons 
of our degrees. If you recommend a man to the Scottish Rite, satisfy 
yourself that he is receiving that for which you recommended  him. 
To do so is but a Masonic courtesy and it is your duty as a Scottish 
Rite Mason.
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The Secretary’s Desk
Ill. Ronald W. Alcorn III, 33º

We currently have 21 candidates for the 
upcoming reunion in memory of Ill. Rees 
W. Padfield 33° if you have anyone interested 
in joining us have them try our web petition 
which can be found on our web site https://
www.pasadenascottishrite.org/membership/.

For those of you who have recommended a 
candidate that will be starting his Scottish Rite 
degrees on May 10th, remember by signing 
his application you have a responsibility to be here when he receives his 
degrees. 

Please remember to make your dinner reservations with Mary at the 
office by Wednesday, May 1st at 2:00pm. 

Ronald W. Alcorn III, 33°
General Secretary

https://www.pasadenascottishrite.org/membership/ 
https://www.pasadenascottishrite.org/membership/ 
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The P.R.’s Corner
Ill. Gregory J. Gabriel, 33º

Masonic Pronouns... In today’s world, pronouns are a 
very real concept. So, what are they? They are words 
that can function by themselves as a noun phrase and 
that refer either to the participants in the discourse 
(e.g., I, you, they) or to someone or something men-
tioned elsewhere in the discourse (e.g., he, she, it, this). 
To many, it defines who they are, or in some cases, who 
they wish to be. It is usually self-proclaimed and could 
change at any moment. 

In the world of freemasonry, we also live by a variety of pronouns. But rather than 
being self-declared as the former, the latter is applied to one who merits it. It is 
not self-imposed, it is earned. 

We use terms such as Master, Worshipful, Very Worshipful, Right Worshipful, 
Most Worshipful, Excellent, Honorable, Illustrious, Sir, Sir Knight, Illustrious 
Sir, Eminent, Chief, Pursuant, Sovereign, Governor, Commander, Toparch, Pha-
raoh, Companion, Cousin, President, even Dad. There are many more, but you 
get the idea. Some of these pronouns signify offices and powers of positions held, 
while others represent honors and recognitions received. Nevertheless, each one 
of these pronouns is a sign of respect and they are EARNED through hard work, 
dedication, love of the fraternity and the brethren and community they serve. 

And yet, all these pale in comparison to what must be considered the most im-
portant pronouns of all…BROTHER and FRIEND. For no matter what our 
standing in masonry, no matter what rank or position or accolades may be at-
tained, we are all BROTHERS and FRIENDS. We are a class of fellows “who 
best can work and best agree.” And that is what separates us from other organiza-
tions and associations the world over. 

You are blessed, my brothers, to be members of such a wonderful fraternity. May 
our gentle craft live on for many generations to come. May we serve our commu-
nity and ourselves with pride, honor and a strong sense of accomplishment. We 
are Free Masons, Brothers and Friends.

Gregory J. Gabriel, 33°
Personal Representative of the S.G.I.G. in California
“DO IT RITE”
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2024 Ill. Rees W. Padfield 33° Memorial Class 

Friday, May 10th
 5:00 PM Class Registration
 6:00 PM Dinner
 7:00 PM Introduction into the Scottish Rite and 
   the Lodge of Perfection
 7:30 PM Lodge of Perfection – 4th thru 6th Degrees
 9:45 PM Closing (Approx)

Saturday, May 11, 2024
 7:30 AM  Continental Breakfast
 8:30 AM Class Start
 9:00 AM Degrees Start Lunch provided around noon
 5:00 PM Closing (Approx)

Phase 2 15th thru 18th degrees - Saturday, June 29, 2024

Phase 3 19th thru 26th degrees - Saturday, August 10, 2024

Phase 4 27th thru 29th degrees - Saturday, September 14, 2024

Phase 5 30th thru 32nd degrees - Saturday, October 19, 2024
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May Dinner Menus
Stated Meeting on May 3rd

Chips, Salsa and Guacamole
Salad with Avocado Cilantro Dressing

Steak Picado & Chicken Fajitas
Rice and Beans, Tortillas

Flan

Last day for reservations: Wednesday, May 1st at 2pm

 Number of Reservations at $20.00 Per Person..................
Fish or Vegetarian on request only when making reservation.

Remember - a reservation made is a reservation paid.
mary@pasadenascottishrite.org or 626-795-4213 Ext: 101

Reunion Dinner on May 10th
Garden Salad with Balsamic Vinaigrette Dressing

Ribeye Steak
Roasted Red Potatoes

French Green Beans with Roasted Almonds
Dessert

Last day for reservations: Wednesday, May 8th at 2pm

 Number of Reservations at $20.00 Per Person..................
Fish or Vegetarian on request only when making reservation.

Remember - a reservation made is a reservation paid.
mary@pasadenascottishrite.org or 626-795-4213 Ext: 101
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Knights of the Double Eagle Program

Points submitted and approved as of April 26th

Ron Alcorn III  6625
Ohannes Antabian  6850
Giuseppe Ariola  2750
Robert Artinian  1800
Rick Baca   350
Sebouh Badoyan  1150
Joel Castro  0
Shaunt Der-Grigorian 1100
Gregory Gabriel  75
Gallen Hernandez 0
Kenneth Hoerricks  2250
Scott Huard   0
Steven Klein  425
Keith Kramer   0
Ara Maloyan   3925
Leonard Manoukian 0
Simon McIlroy  700
Maxim Mironenko 150

Timothy O’Hair  4250
TJ Oliva   100
Ronald Perez   150
William Rogers 1925
William Rook   1150
Herair Rostamian 0
Roland Sanchez  4525
Michael Schneider 1275
Michael Smith  12000
John Thorpe   3350
Oliver Torrealba Torres 0
Keith White  25
Joseph Whittington 0
Bill Witten  700
Zach Wolfe  0
Jonathan Dru Wood  3375
Dennis Yen   0

Please contact any of the committee members with inquiries:
Honorable Robert Artinian (robertartinian@gmail.com) 
Brother John S.C. Thorpe (j.s.c.thorpe@gmail.com) 
Illustrious Ron Alcorn (ron@pasadenascottishrite.org) and
Illustrious Gregory Gabriel (gregoryjgabriel@gmail.com), 

 https://www.de32.org/

Thank you in advance for your participation. 

Sincerely & fraternally,

KDE Committee
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Childhood Language Center

Robert S. Artinian, 32° KCCH

The Language Center continues to flourish as 
it currently administers therapy to twelve (12) 
children. In a short span of time, the number of 
children we are serving has almost doubled. 

The Pasadena City College team has settled in, 
and we are collectively looking ahead to increase 
the number of children we are serving.

It will be our combined objective to continue to 
have a positive impact and to enrich the lives of children and their families 
that we serve to fulfill their full potential.

Please consider donating to benefit the Childhood Language Center. Visit 
the office to accommodate and assist you in determining the best option 
that best fits your needs.

Thank you for your continued support.

Robert S. Artinian, 32° KCCH
Board Chair
RiteCare Childhood Language Center of Pasadena
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The Librarian’s Memo Pad

Ill. William F. Rook, 33º

Do you know what Anderson’s Constitution 
tells us? Do you know what the topic of the 
books is?  If so have you read it? For those not 
in the know here is what it is.

The “Anderson’s Constitution” is a 
foundational document in Freemasonry. It was 
written by James Anderson and first published 
in 1723. This document is also known as 
“The Constitutions of the Free-Masons,” 
and it lays out the principles, regulations, and historical background of 
Freemasonry. Anderson’s Constitution helped to standardize Masonic 
rituals, practices, and organizational structure, providing a framework 
for lodges to operate within. It’s considered one of the most important 
texts in Masonic history and has been revised and updated over the years 
to accommodate changes in society and Masonic practices.t it is about? 
If you do have you read it or any part of it? 

We have copies in our library available for you to come and read. These 
copies are reserved copies and cannot leave the building but are available 
to read in our library. 

Beginning in May I hope to have the library open on the first Friday 
of each month from 4:30 pm to 6 pm for those searching resource 
information. Come visit.

Fraternally,

Bill
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After the Rite Way Conference in April the Rev. Wesley H. Wing-
field, 33º, Executive Secretary of the Valley of Kansas City, Missouri 
gave us a tour of the Kansas City Scottish Rite Temple

Left to Right Robert S. Artinian, 32º KCCH, Ronald W. Alcorn, 33º, 
Gregory J. Gabriel, 33º, Jeffrey W. Yates 32º KCCH & Rev. Wesley H. 
Wingfield, 33º
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Language Center Contributions

“365 Club”
Your most appreciated contributions to the Childhood Language Center may be 
made in any of several ways. The first being as an undesignated contribution, the 
second being a contribution designated as applying toward a “365 Club” membership 
and lastly as applying to either “in Honor of ” or as a “Memorial of ” anyone you may 
wish.

Membership in the prestigious “365 Club” requires a contribution of at least $365.00 
in any one calendar year. The contributions may be made in increments, and are 
accumulative over any given year and when the goal of $ 365.00 is met, suitable 
recognition will be published in the Scottish Rite Bulletin. 

Hon. Robert S. Artinian, 32° KCCH, Chairman Language Center Board

Pasadena Scottish Rite Childhood Language Center
150 N. Madison Ave., Pasadena, CA 91101-1710

CONTRIBUTIONS / DONATIONS

$_______.00 In memory of __________________________
$_______.00 In honor of ____________________________
$_______.00 “365 Club” @ $365/year

Donor Information:
Name:  _____________________________________
Address:  _____________________________________
City, State. Zip:  _____________________________________

Send Acknowledgement to:
Name:  _____________________________________
Address:  _____________________________________
City, State. Zip:  _____________________________________

Make checks payable to the California Scottish Rite Foundation, 
Please note “Pasadena” in the memo line

All contributions are tax deductible.
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Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, SJ, to improve it members and enhance the 

communities in which they live by teaching and emulating the principles of Brotherly Love, Tolerance, 
Charity, and Truth while actively embracing high social, moral, and spiritual values including fellowship, 

compassion, and dedication to God, family and country.

Strategic Objectives
Fulfill the promise of additional Masonic knowledge through education and training.

Build a Positive Public Image of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.
Support and expand our philanthropic activities.

Provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and long-term success of the Fraternity.
Provide a financial process to ensure the stability and long-term success of the Fraternity

Scottish Rite Creed
Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought our supreme wish, freedom of conscience our mission, and 

the guarantee of equal rights to all people everywhere our ultimate goal.

IN MEMORIAM
Ernest Meanley

Downey Lodge No. 220
December 14, 2022

David Alexander
Golden Trowel Norwalk Lodge No. 273

March 24, 2023

May Almighty God, in his infinite mercy,
Grant that we may meet again, to part no more.

Master Craftsman Online College & Leadership Academy. 
https://mastercraftsmancollege.org/

That’s right: Master Craftsman is 
now ONLINE! Since its inception 
in 2009, the Scottish Rite Master 
Craftsman education program has 
been a leading source for Masonic 
education, not only here in the 
Southern Jurisdiction, but also 
across the globe.
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Women’s Association News

Gentlemen, thank you for sharing this newsletter with your lady

Dear Ladies,

March 19th was the first day of spring!  What factors influence and 
determine when this event will take place each year?  

It is determined by the tilt of the Earth’s axis and its orbit around the sun, 
which must be directly over the equator with its energy in balance between 
both hemispheres to receive an equal amount of the sun’s energy.  This year 
it was March 19th at 11:06 pm E.D.T..  The word equinox is made up of two 
Latin words meaning day and night.  The Northern Hemisphere’s spring is 
called the vernal (Northern Hemisphere) equinox. Beautiful flowers and 
new growth are sure to follow.

I trust we will certainly have a gorgeous spring given our ample rainfall the 
last few months.

Ladies, be sure to wear your name tags to the dinner and our meeting 
upstairs in our lounge.

If you don’t have one yet be sure to ask, Sharon Ouellette our greeter 
downstairs for one when you arrive.

Sincerely,

Lynda Lockhart
President

Visit us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/PasadenaAASR
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Pasadena Childhood Language Center

  

Meghri Habashian
Office Coordinator

Donations may be made by a group, an organization, a couple, or an 
individual. They may be made In Honor of…, In Memory of…, as a 
member of the 365 Club, or as Friends of the Center. All donors are 
recognized in the bulletin. 

Thank You to Our April 2024 Donors
365 Club 

Frank Barbano, Bill Rook, Steven Klein

Memorials

In Honor of

Friends of the Center
James Barros II
Sergio Herrero

Christian Montenegro
Ernest C. Barber.

Remember when making donations please make checks payable 
to “California Scottish Rite Foundation” and put Pasadena on the 
memo line.
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Official Publication of the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, 

Southern Jurisdiction of the USA, Valley 
of Pasadena and Coordinate Bodies

Gregory J. Gabriel, 330     Personal Representative

Officers of the Pasadena Bodies
Lodge of Perfection

Robert S. Artinian, 320 KCCH
Venerable Master

Chapter of Rose Croix
B. Benjamin Masoyan, 320  KCCH

Wise Master
Council of Kadosh

Narbeh Bagdasarian, 320

Commander
Consistory

Joel E. Castro, 320 KSA
Master of Kadosh

All Bodies
Jeffrey W. Yates, 320 KCCH Almoner
Miles H. Bresee III, 320 KCCH Treasurer
Ronald W. Alcorn III, 330 Secretary
Keith D. Kramer, 320 KSA  Asst. to Secretary
Stephen R. Miller, 320 KCCH Organist
Wayne R. Sauer, 320 KSA Tiler

aaaaaaaaaaaaaa

Made in the

USA

Scottish Rite Calendar
Keep Friday Nights for Scottish Rite

MAY

Wednesday, May 1
Deadline for June Bulletin articles! 
5:00PM  Language Center Board*

Friday, May 3
4:30PM Cathedral Board
6:00PM Social
6:30PM Dinner
8:00PM Stated Meeting
 Consistory in Charge
 Women’s Association

Friday, May 10 & Saturday, May 11
Start of 2024 Reunion (see page 9)
4-14 Degrees

Wednesday, May 22
7:00PM PR’s Executive Meeting*

Saturday, May 25
10:00AM Discussion Group

Friday, May 31
7:30PM Ambassadors Meeting*

* = Meeting on Zoom

SAVE THE DATE
Stated Meeting, June 7, 2024 
Reunion 150 to 180, June 29, 2024
Reunion 190 to 260, August 10, 2024
Reunion 270 to 290, September 14, 2024
Reunion 300 to 320, October 19, 2024

Living Constitution, September 27, 2024


