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John S.C. Thorpe, 32°
Wise Master
Chapter of Rose Croix

Upholding Patriotic Duty in Our Time Through
Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite:

In a world marked by rapid technological change,
social fragmentation, and political polarization,
the concept of patriotic duty can often feel either
outdated or misinterpreted. Yet, in these uncertain
times, Freemasonry—particularly through the
moral teachings and civic principles of the écottish
Rite—offers a profound, relevant, and stabilizing
framework for renewing our commitment to the
common good and national unity.

The Enduring Ideals of Freemasonry:

Freemasonry, one of the world’s oldest fraternal organizations, has lon
emphasized a blend of personal virtue, civic responsibility, and universa
brotherhood. Rooted in Enlightenment values, it calls on its members to
be active, ethical participants in society. Patriotism, in Masonic terms, is not
blind allegiance to government or ideology; it is a reasoned love for one’s
country, grounded in a commitment to justice, equality, and the rule of law.

This version of patriotic duty is more relevant than ever. As democracies
around the worl(f grapple with disinformation, distrust, and division, Masons
are uniquely positioned to model the virtues of civil discourse, thoughtful
leadership, and responsible citizenship.

Scottish Rite and the Elevation of Civic Duty:

The Scottish Rite, one of several appendant bodies in Freemasonry, deepens
these teachings through a structured progression of degrees that explore
philosophical, moral, and historical themes. Central to tﬁese degrees 1s the
idea that knowledge and virtue are not ends in themselves—they must be
translated into action for the betterment of society.

For example, in the 14° (Perfect Elu), the Rite emphasizes justice, integrity,
and the moral responsibility to act on behalf of truth, even when it is
inconvenient or unpopular. In the 18° (Knight Rose Croix), themes of
renewal, sacrifice, and the triumph of light over darkness encourage members

Continued on next page
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Wise Master, Continued...

to seek higher truths and serve humanity with compassion. These lessons—
delivered through allegory, symbolism, and ritual—reinforce the notion that
patriotism is not mere sentiment, but the daily practice of Masonic values.

Patriotism Today: A Call to Masonic Action

}n today’s climate, the call to patriotic duty through Masonry may take many
orms:

Civic Engagement:

oting, volunteering, and community leadership are fundamental acts o

Voting, volunteering, and ty leadersh fund tal acts of
patriotic service. Masons are encouraged to be informed citizens, not passive
observers of democracy.

Promoting Unity Over Division: Freemasonry teaches that truth is found in
dialogue, not dogma. Masons can help rebuild the social fabric by fostering
respectful conversations across political and cultural divides.

Upholding Moral Standards:

In professions, communities, and public life, Masons are taught to act with
integrity. Their example can help restore trust in institutions and encourage
ethical conduct.

Mentoring the Next Generation: Through Masonic youth organizations and
public education initiatives, Masons play a role in shaping the moral compass
of future citizens.

Conclusion:
A Noble Task Ahead

In these current times—when the definition of patriotism is often contested—
Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite provide a time-tested model for how to
live honoragly and serve faithfully. Masonic patriotism is not about flag-
waving or slogans. It is about embodying the ll‘fighest ideals of humanity in
service to country, community, and conscience.

As Scottish Rite Masons continue their work in lodges, temples, and towns
across the nation, they bear a sacred trust: to be builcFers not just of symbolic
temples, but of a better, freer, and more just society. That is the true patriotic
duty of our time.

John S.C. Tho(rj%e, 320
Wise Master, Chapter of Rose Croix
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Jonathan M. Wood, 32°

Commander

Council of Kadosh

Greetings Brethren!

While this paper was written with the Blue Lodge
in mind, the lessons contained are every bit as
applicable to a Scottish Rite Valley, and I thought
it would be worthwhile to share here.

“We Take Good Lodges and Make Them Better”
(A Master’s Manifesto)

Written by Dru Wood, P.M. for claremontlodge.
org, 2018

Freemasonry is said to take good men and make them better. In this idea two
things are implied:

1. That we must be good men, before and after we join

2. That even good men are not complete, and there is something more for
them to learn, to gain, or to do.

By this theme we are taught that improvement is always possible, that growth
is a journey, and that becoming better is our duty as long as we live.

This may seem obvious to us as masons. What may not be as obvious is
the implication that a lodge, being made up of masons who are “good, and
becoming better” has by extension the same duty, namely, to be good and
actively working to be better.

Applyingthe process of self-improvement to the lodge asabody (or “egregore”,

Continued on next page
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Commander, Continued...

L.e. group mind from the Greek “grigori”) involves active participation from
cach cell of the organism. We each have a role to play, and within our roles
there are best practices that can support a healthy, effective, and joyous
process of lodge growth.

The focus of this manifesto is to suggest ways in which members (at whatever
stage they may be) can contribute to the improvement of the lodge as a whole.
Beginning with Past Masters, considered the most “senior members,” you
are to support the lodge in any way possible because your knowledge and
experience is an asset. Because you have been there and have had to learn
some of the hardest lessons already, you can add valuable insight. You are
also perceived to be the wisest members of the lodge, so you must strive to
act it. Be patient, encouraging, and whisper good counsel but also be okay
when your counsel is not heeded, for some need to learn by experience. You
are especially tasked with supporting the Master, for you remember how
hard that job can be. A Master has a grand hope and new energy that can
transform a lodge for the better- or quickly dissipate in frustration- and your

help and support make all the difference!

The Master’s “design upon the trestleboard” defines the culture of the lodge.
It sets the tone and defines what the rest of the lodge considers to be the
standard; since whatever the master considers acceptable will become the
standard, he must aim high and always strive for the best possible vision
of his lodge, always working to define and maintain the highest standards.
Yet, he must not be attached to the outcome; his duty is to steer and lead by
example, remembering that success is a journey.

Wardens, you have the most important job in the lodge! You set the standard
of brotherly love and affection that the lodge will emulate, and you cannot
expect your members to follow the example of the master if you cannot
yourself do so. For instance, you can merely “indulge” the master out of a
sense of duty, or you can encourage him and lend support out of respect and
brotherly love. The spirit with which you carry out your duties is everything.

Continued on next page
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Commander, Continued...

The more cheerfully you step up to help and support the master, the more
likely the rest of the membership will be to follow your example. When your
turn in the East comes, you will get the very same support system you taught
by example; so be a good example!

Officers are depended upon a great deal. It is easy to miss how much you
matter, and it’s totally normal at times to feel overwhelmed, critical of the
leadership, or to wonder why you are doing it at all. It is not easy to serve. We
often have other ideas of how we would do things, and we don’t always feel
appreciated or valued. Yet service is one of the ways in which Masonry makes
us better men. When we help a leader even while disagreeing with him, we
get to test our assumptions and ideas without taking on the consequences if
he has made a mistake. Furthermore, it teaches us patience, exposes us to new
perspectives, and gives us opportunities for charity- not in charity in the sense
of “philanthropy”, but benevolence (forgiveness, patience of shortcomings,
encouragement)- that kind of charity all masons are charged to practice with
one another, and which makes us worthy of emulation.

Master Masons are tasked with pure and simple participation. Only by coming
to the place where “masonry” happens can you hope to be a “mason”. A lodge
is not the building, it is the brethren, so you are missed when you are not
around. One who will wear a masonic ring and tell people he is a mason but
won't join his fellows in the quarry is clearly fooling himself. Brotherhood is
not something that can be faked, yet that is exactly what happens when we join
a brotherhood and don’t spend time with said brothers. Most importantly,
you are needed every week to lend your voice, support the new members,
and to continue your personal growth. You are mentor to the apprentices
and fellows of the craft, and this is critical job. Now, if the lodge you joined is
not your style; if it is lacking in brotherly love, in truth (education), and if it
does not foster growth- then you have a duty to participate and help to build
it into something better, for masons are, after all, builders!

Fellows and Apprentices, study and participate! Apply yourself in learning
everything you can about the lessons and symbols of your degree, and the
history of the fraternity. Come to every event and meeting you can. Get

Continued on next page
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Commander, Continued...
to know every member you can and work right from the beginning to

understand their unique experiences, perspectives, and values. Be sure to
listen more than you speak so that you can soak in as much as possible just
like the apprentices of old. You are the future masters and past masters of the
lodge, use this time to learn about the system so that you can later teach it
and improve upon it. Also, enjoy your time in the first two degrees, go slow
and allow each stage to do its work in changing you for the better. Each has
its own value to impart to you, rushing only cheapens the experience you get.
Surely, we have three degrees for a reason!

May these suggestions help to strengthen us, and to demonstrate the vital
role each of us has to play in the health of our lodge. After all, a lodge is only
a mirror held before the faces of the members of which it is made. What do
we see when faced with ourselves?

Thank you for reading.
In Fellowship,

Jonathan M. Wood, 32°
Commander, Council of Kadosh

Visit us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/PasadenaAASR

(~ Mission Statement )

It is the mission of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, SJ, to improve it members and enhance the
communities in which they live by teaching and emulating the principles of Brotherly Love, Tolerance,
Charity, and Truth while actively embracing high social, moral, and spiritual values including fellowship,
compassion, and dedication to God, family and country.

Strate »iglc Objectives

Fulfill the promise of additional Masonic knowledge through education and training.
Build a Positive Public Image of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.
Support and expand our philanthropic activities.
[Provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and long-term success of the Fraternity.
Provide a financial process to ensure the stability and long-term success of the Fraternity

Scottish Rite Creed

Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought our supreme wish, freedom of conscience our mission, and

\ the guarantee of equal rights to all people everywhere our ultimate goal. )
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The Secretary’s Desk

Ill. Ronald W. Alcorn III, 33°

The Ill. Harry R. Sprague 33° memorial class
has completed up to the 21st degree on June
28th with 28 candidates, which brings our total
membership in the Lodge of Perfection to 684.

At the July stated meeting we will be presenting
the new perfect elus with their 14th degree
rings. The next phase of the reunion will be
held on July 26th with the 22nd through 29th
degrees being performed. On August 1st we will
be presenting the Henville Award to Hon. Michael D.T. Smith 32° KCCH
at the stated meeting. August 23rd will be the final phase of the reunion for
the 30th through 32nd degrees.

Fraternally,

Ronald W. Alcorn III, 33°

General Secretary

626795-4213

ron@pasadenascottishrite.org

Begin Initiations

Pasadena / Lodge 656 29
Pasadena / Chapter 657 28
Pasadena / Council 654 0
Pasadena / Consistory 652 0

Daily Recap of Membership

Recap data generated: 7/3/2025 2.01:43 AM
® valley of Pasadena O Orient of California O Southern Jurisdiction

Affiliations Reinstatements

3

3
3
3

i

7
6
6

Deaths Demits  Susp NPD

8 3

8 3
8 3
8 3

Current Dues Statistics
Accurate As Of: 7/3/2025 5:01:48 AM

Active Members with Dues Paid in Full:

Active Members with Current Dues Balance:
Active Members with Arrears Dues Balance:
Active Members that are Dues Exempt (A,L,R):

Active Paid Life Members (E):

Total:

Count

9
364
1580

70
91

684

0

o oo

% of Total

1.3%
53.2%
21.9%
10.2%
13.3%

Susp Other

Orient
Wide Avg.
1.4%

46%
23.5%
11%

18%

Explusions

oo oo

Jurisdiction
Wide Avg.
1.7%
51.4%
14.7%
10.6%
21.6%
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The P.R.s Corner
Ill. Gregory J. Gabriel, 33°

Just Plain Busy

June was a busy month, but an important month for
the Valley of Pasadena, so let’s get into it.

I had mentioned in a previous article, earlier this
year, that we visited our brother, Illustrious Herbert
Wilkins, 33°, G.C,, at his residence in Palm Springs.
Il Wilkins was both the Personal Representative and
the General Secretary for our Valley. He also served
the Grand Lodge of California as its Grand Treasurer for three years. In

June, several members made the trek to Palm Springs to present our distin-
guished brother with his Golden Veteran’s Award for 50 years of honorable
membership in the fraternity. Along with MW Stuart Wright, PGM, 33°,
Ill. Ron Alcorn, 33° Ill. Bob Sechrest, 33°, Ill. Seb Badoyan, 33° and our very
own Dolores Pashby, we enjoyed a nice lunch, wonderful brotherhood and a
short, but sweet presentation ceremony. Herb was overjoyed with emotion,
and it will be a day we all cherish for the rest of our lives. (Please see the bul-
letin cover.)

Next, a new Deputy for the Orient of California was named by our Sover-
eign Grand Commander, James D. Cole, 33°. He has appointed Ill. Arthur
L. Salazar, Jr., 33° to fill the void left by the retirement of Ill Frank Loui, 33°
carlier this year. The appointment takes effect immediately. We look forward
to working with Ill. Salazar and I will have more on the importance of this
appointment at a later date. Congratulations Illustrious Salazar!

Have you seen the summer edition of the California Freemason magazine?
If not, you should. There is a very enjoyable article dealing with masons and
the performances we use to tell our story about freemasonry. In this case, the
Valley of Pasadena and the annual presentation of the Spirit of Hiram was the
focal point. There are lots of pictures and some great commentary regarding

Continued on next page
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The P.R s Corner, continued...

how this production comes together. We should all be proud that we were
chosen as the exemplar for the jurisdiction of California Freemasonry. (Side
note: the office is looking for extra copies of this edition for our library, time
capsule and for other uses. If you don’t want to keep your copy, please donate
it to the Valley.)

Lastly, the reunion has begun again. Congratulations to our new Perfet Elu’s.
I hope you enjoyed the degrees thus far and I look forward to meeting you
all very soon.

Gregory ]. Gabriel, 33°
Personal Representative of the Deputy in the Orient of California

2025 Honour Men for the Valley of Pasadena

33° Inspector General Honorary

Charles J. Fisher

32° Knight Commander Court of Honor

Keith D. Kramer
Christopher N. Lebedeff

Leonard Manoukian

California Honours Conferral
September 13,2025
Valley of San Francisco Scottish Rite
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THE SUPREME COUNCIL

(MOTHER COUNCIL OF THE WORLD)
ANCIENT & ACCEPTED SCOTTISH RITE OF FREEMASONRY, SOUTHERN JURISDICTION, USA

June 17,2025

FOR THE ATTENTION OF OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE
SCOTTISH RITE BODIES IN THE ORIENT OF CALIFORNIA

This is to inform you that I have appointed Illustrious Arthur L. Salazar, Jr., 33°, as Deputy of the
Supreme Council (Mother Council of the World) of the Thirty-third and Last Degree of the Ancient
and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction, U.S.A., in the Orient of California,
effective June 12,2025. Brother Salazar prefers to receive his mail at the address listed below:

Hon. Arthur L. Salazar, Jr.
Wife: Dr. Laura Salazar

45 Rincon Way
Aliso Viejo CA 92656

Cell: 949-292-7253
E-mail: artsalazar@cascottishrite.org
I commend this distinguished Brother to the allegiance and obedience of all Scottish Rite Members of
the Orient of California, over which he will preside. Iinvest him with substantially the powers and

prerogatives of a Sovereign Grand Inspector General as provided in our Statutes.

You will please give this appointment suitable publicity by communicating all the essential facts and any
other information that you may properly add concerning Brother Salazar.

Given under my hand and Official Seal this 17th day of June 2025.

Sincerely and fraternally,

Sovereign Grand Commander

JAMES D. COLE, 33°, SOVEREIGN GRAND COMMANDER
1733 16TH STREET NW « WASHINGTON, DC 20009 « TEL. 202-777-3135 « GRANDCMDR@SCOTIISHRITE.ORG
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July/August Dinner Menus

Stated Meeting on July 11th

Cheese & Crackers
Southwestern Salad
Baby Back Ribs
Roasted Corn
Baked Beans
Cornbread
Apple Pie A La Mode

Last Day for reservations: Wednesday, July 9th at 2pm

Stated Meeting on August 1st

Cheese & Crackers
Island Paradise Salad
Hawaiian Chicken
Coconut Pineapple Rice
Green Beens with Hoisin Sauce
Hawaiian Dinner Rolls
Tropical Dessert

Last Day for reservations: Wednesday, July 30th at 2pm

Number of Reservations at $20.00 Per Person

Fish or Vegetarian on request only when making reservation.

Remember - a reservation made is a reservation paid.
RSVP@pasadenascottishrite.org or 626-795-4213 Ext: 101
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IN MEMORIAM

Sam Ramos
Compass Lodge No. 590
April 15,2025

Donald A. Journey
Arcadia Lodge No. 278
April 26,2025

Stephen T. Hawkins
Pasadena Lodge No. 272
May 27, 2025

May Almighty God, in his infinite mercy,
Grant that we may meet again, to part no more.

A Sponsor's Responsibility

For every petitioner for the degrees of Scottish Rite Degrees there
is a Scottish Rite Mason who is his sponsor on whom rests the re-
sponsibility for proper training of the petitioner. The Scottish Rite
Mason who signs the petition has a responsibility that does not end
with their signature on the petition. If you invited a guest to a gath-
ering at your home, you make sure that he meets all of your guest
and is made welcome and comfortable. Isn't the man whom you
recommend Scottish Rite Freemasonry entitled to the same cour-
tesy? As his sponsor, is it not your duty to assist him with his work
and take an interest in his progress? It seems to us that it is, and
that you should see to it that he fully understands the fine lessons
of our degrees. If you recommend a man to the Scottish Rite, satisfy
yourself that he is receiving that for which you recommended him.
To do so is but a Masonic courtesy and it is your duty as a Scottish
\Rite Mason. y
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2025 I1I. Harry R. Sprague 33° Memorial Class

Phase 3
Saturday, July 26th

Continental Breakfast

Class Start

22°,23°,24°, 25°

Lunch provided around 12:30pm
26°,27°,28° & 29°

Closing (Approx)

Phase 4
Saturday, August 23rd

Continental Breakfast

Class Start

30° & 31°

Lunch provided around noon
32°

Closing (Approx)




16 Pasadena Scottish Rite Bulletin
The Librarian’s Memo Pad

Ill. William F. Rook, 33°

Who and Why are Honor Men?

This past June the Supreme Council met, and in
their deliberations, selected what we call Honor
Men. The term “Scottish Rite Honor Men”
typically refers to men within the Scottish Rite
of Freemasonry who have been recognized for
exceptional service, leadership, or dedication
to the fraternity. Within the Scottish Rite
of Freemasonry, especially in the Southern
Jurisdiction (USA), there are three primary
honors that a 32° Scottish Rite Mason may receive:

Knight Commander of the Court of Honour (KCCH)

. Awarded to: 32° Masons who have provided outstanding service to
the Scottish Rite.

. Selection Process: Nominated by peers and approved by the Supreme
Council.

o Insignia: Red cap with a red band with the insignia of the Court of
Honor

. Note: This is an honor, not a degree.

Inspector General Honorary, 33°
o Awarded to: KCCH members who have shown extraordinary service
to the Rite and Freemasonry in general.

. Insignia: White cap.

. Title: Once conferred, the recipient is referred to as a “33° Scottish
Rite Mason” or “Inspector General Honorary.”
. Note: This is considered a major honor and is by invitation only.

Grand Cross of the Court of Honour
o Awarded to: A very small number of 33° Masons for the most
distinguished service.

. Insignia: White cap with a blue band with the insignia of the Grand
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Librarian’s Memo Pad, continued.....

Cross.
. Note: Extremely rare and prestigious.

What It Means to Be an “Honor Man”

Being a Scottish Rite Honor Man means the recipient has gone above

and beyond in:
. Service to Freemasonry
. Leadership in the Rite

. Charitable efforts
. Upholding the highest Masonic principles

These honors are not self-applied for they are earned through consistent,
selfless service and recognition by one’s peers.

More info can be found in our library about the history of these honors.

Bill

/ Good Cheer Report N

Hovig Asdourian, 32°
Hospital - Heart Attack

Herair Rostamian, 32° KSA
Hospital - Surgery

v&mse take a moment to call upon your distressed bretbren/




18 Pasadena Scottish Rite Bulletin
Language Center Contributions

“365 Club”

Your most appreciated contributions to the Childhood Language Center may be

made in any of several ways. The first being as an undesignated contribution, the
second being a contribution designated as applying toward a “365 Club” membership
and lastly as applying to either “in Honor of ” or as a “Memorial of ” anyone you may
wish.

Membership in the prestigious “365 Club” requires a contribution of at least $365.00
in any one calendar year. The contributions may be made in increments, and are
accumulative over any given year and when the goal of $ 365.00 is met, suitable
recognition will be published in the Scottish Rite Bulletin.

Leonard Manoukian, 32° KSA, Chairman Language Center Board

r-- - - \=-. - == - = = = =1

Pasadena Scottish Rite Childhood Language Center
150 N. Madison Ave., Pasadena, CA 91101-1710

CONTRIBUTIONS / DONATIONS

$ .00 In memory of
$ .00 In honor of
$ .00 “365 Club” @ $365/year

City, State. Zip:

Send Acknowledgement to:

I

I

I

I

I

_ |
| Address: |
I

I

I

I

I

Name:
Address:
City, State. Zip:
Make checks payable to the California Scottish Rite Foundation,
I Please note “Pasadena” in the memo line

All contributions are tax deductible.

L e e e e e e - e e e
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Pasadena Childhood Language Center

Scottish Rite Masons
Helping Children Communicate \
®
Meghri Habashian, Office Coordinator

Donations may be made by a group, an organization, a couple, or an
individual. They may be made In Honor of..., In Memory of..., as a
member of the 365 Club, or as Friends of the Center. All donors are
recognized in the bulletin.

Thank You to Our June 2025 Donors

365 Club
Frank Barbano
William Rook

Memorials

In Honor of
David Patterson in Honor of James Halladay

Friends of the Center
Robert Edis
Haik Tsaturyan
Chester W. Olson, Jr.

Donations paid through the valley office, online with your dues or
mailed to our office are listed. All donations paid directly to California
Scottish Rite Foundation for Pasadena Rite Care are not listed above.

Remember when making donations please make checks payable
to “California Scottish Rite Foundation” and put Pasadena on the
memo line.
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Gregory J. Gabriel, 33°

Personal Representative

Officers of the Pasadena Bodies

Lodge of Perfection
Jeffrey W. Yates, 32° KCCH
Venerable Master

Chapter of Rose Croix
John S.C. Thorpe, 32°
Wise Master
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Jonathan M. Wood, 32°
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Periodical

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite
150 North Madison Avenue
Pasadena, CA 91101-1710

Time dated material

Scottish Rite Calendar
Keep Friday Nights for Scottish Rite
Dress is Business Casual

JULY
Friday, July 11
5:00PM Cathedral Board
6:00PM Social
6:30PM Dinner
7:30PM 14° Ring Ceremony
8:00PM Stated Meeting
Chapter of Rose Croix in Charge
‘Womens Association

Saturday, June 12
9:30AM Khnights of Saint Andrew

Saturday, July 1
12:00PM Discussion Group
Monday, July 21

5:00PM Rite Care Board - on Zoom

Saturday, July 26
2025 Reunion Continues (see page 15)

AUGUST
Friday, August 1
5:00PM Cathedral Board
6:00PM Social Fellowship
6:30PM Dinner
7:30PM Henville Award Presentation
Hon, Michael DT Smith 32° KCCH
8:00PM Stated Meeting
Council of Kadosh in Charge
‘Womens Association

Saturday, August 9
9:30AM Knights of Saint Andrew

Scottish Rite Supreme Council Session

Washington, DC August 17-19

Saturday, August 23
2025 Reunion Continues (see page 15)

Monday, August 2
5:00PM Rite Care Board - on Zoom

Saturday, August 30
10:00AM Discussion Group

Scottish Rite Honours
San Francisco, September 13

Living Constitution, September 27



