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The Bodies of the Ancient and Accepted 
Scottish Rite sitting in the Valley of Pasadena, 
Orient of California acknowledge and yield 
allegiance to the Supreme Council (Mother 
Council of the World) of the Inspector 
General Knights Commander of the House 
of the Temple of Solomon of the Thirty-Third 
and last degree of the Ancient and Accepted 
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James D. Cole, 33°
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Arthur L. Salazar, Jr., 33°
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Gregory J. Gabriel, 33°
Personal Representative of
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Jeffrey W. Yates, 320 KCCH
Venerable Master
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Wise Master
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Jonathan M. Wood, 320

Commander
Council of Kadosh

Leonard Manoukian, 320 KCCH
Master of Kadosh

 Consistory

Wayne R. Sauer, 320 KSA
First Knight

Knights of Saint Andrew
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Venerable Master, continued...
Master of Kadosh, continued....

Leonard Manoukian, 32° KCCH
Master of Kadosh

Consistory
Greetings Brethren,

Being an untalented and, frankly, unwilling writer, 
it took me a few days to gear up to write this, my last, 
article for my year as Master of Kadosh. Even then, 
I confess, I had nothing… So, I did the only thing 
I could think of, I asked Illustrious Alcorn “any 
ideas?” His answer was to read the previous January 
articles. My worthy brother, your suggestion was 
good and timely!!

I went back to 2014 and read every article written by a Master of Kadosh. 
Would you believe most of them said the same basic things? Makes perfect 
sense, as you will soon see. The overarching lesson from this observation? 
The work doesn’t change from year to year or master to master. And then 
you realize that the work and the reward are the same: the work allows you 
to be part of something that will outlast you, something that will go on after 
you leave the chair, the Valley, this plane. Sure, you’re special but no more 
special that the brother you succeeded or the one you precede. So, enjoy the 
moment but remember that it just that: a moment. 

So, with that, I thank you all for this moment BUT most of all, Bro. Charles 
Krefting, 32* KCCH who invited me to join the Consistory line years ago. 
(In other words, you can blame Bro. Charlie for all of this!) It has been a 
very good year at our Valley. We celebrated its centenary, carried out a 
successful, if grueling, reunion, made improvements to the building, moved 
the operations of our children’s language center forward, and best of all, did 
all that side by side with some great men who want to make themselves, their 
Valley, and their world better. Thank you for allowing me to be a part of 
that. I look forward to our  next chapter with renewed energy and optimism. 
Here’s to a great 2026!!

Leonard Manoukian, 32º KCCH
Master of Kadosh, Consistory
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Dinner Menus
Stated Meeting on January 2nd

Cream of Mushroom Soup
Ceasar Salad

Chicken Breast Stuffed with Spinach, Cranberries & Feta Cheese
Garden Rice

Mixed Vegetables
Rolls & Butter
Tiramisu Cake

Last Day for reservations: Wednesday, December 31st at 2pm

 Number of Reservations at $20.00 Per Person..................
Fish or Vegetarian on request only when making reservation.

Installation on January 23rd
Cheese, Crackers & Vegetable Appetizers

Wedge Salad with Ranch Dressing and Blue Cheese Crumbles
Entree is a choice of :

Prime Rib of Beef, with Baked Potato
or

Salmon, with Rice
Served with Asparagus, Rolls & Butter

Cheesecake

Last Day for reservations: Wednesday, January 21st at 2pm

Number of Reservations at $35.00 Per Person..................
Salmon or Vegetarian on request only when making reservation.

Remember - a reservation made is a reservation paid.
RSVP@pasadenascottishrite.org or 626-795-4213 Ext: 101
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Continued on next page

The Secretary’s Desk
Ill. Ronald W. Alcorn III, 33º

This months Stated is on the 2nd, be sure to 
check in early for the dinner as I am going to 
be a bit short handed with Keith and Dolores 
both out of town. There will be a RSVP sheet  
on the counter in the office for those that want 
to RSVP for the Installation being held on the 
23rd.

You will notice in the data below that 209 of 
our members have already paid their 2026 and 
for that I thank you. But we still have 116 members who have not paid 
their dues for 2025, please make an effort to get them paid ASAP

Fraternally,

Ronald W. Alcorn III, 33°
General Secretary
626 795-4213
ron@pasadenascottishrite.org
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The P.R.’s Corner
Ill. Gregory J. Gabriel, 33º

100 Down, 100 To Go

The year 2025 was indeed a year to celebrate. The cen-
tennial anniversary of our magnificent home, another 
year of VMAP recognition, outstanding membership 
and retention, growing numbers of attendees at our 
meetings and activities and memorable evening hon-
oring our first responders. 

To recap, the centennial celebration was outstanding and a fantastic way to 
cap off one hundred years of Scottish Rite masonry on Madison Avenue. We 
still have a time capsule to fill and seal before we formally end the celebration. 
If you have anything you think should be included in posterity, please bring 
it to the office and we will consider its inclusion in the “memory” of 2025.

Once again, we were designated a VMAP Valley for the outstanding work we 
are performing in the Pasadena community. We are well on track to receive 
the honor again, next year. Thank you all for helping us achieve this worthy 
recognition.

Attendance at our dinners and meetings is steadily increasing. And with our 
“North County” project now in development, I am sure this trend will con-
tinue. We will release more on that very soon.

The annual first responder recognition dinner was the best! We had a huge 
turnout, wonderful food, and a memorable program that made the evening 
so special. Our local law enforcement and fire departments were very appre-
ciative of the recognition and attention the evening had to offer. We even 
gained a new member for our next reunion class. Our Master of Ceremonies 
for the program, Brother Leo Stallworth, has sent an application to become a 
Scottish Rite mason in our Valley. Way to go!

Continued on next page
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Continued on next page...

The P.R.’s Corner, continued...
Lastly, I must thank the brothers who served as officers for the year. They 
were eager, enthusiastic, and set a momentum for future officers to follow. I 
speak for all the members when I say we appreciate your zeal and dedication 
to our craft. You made it a memerable year for all of us, and we thank you for 
your leadership. 

It was a busy year, and I hope you all enjoyed your time in our Valley. Our first 
one hundred years in this wonderful home may be at an end, but the next one 
hundred years are just beginning. May they be filled with Brotherly love and 
success. May the Valley of Pasadena prosper for centuries to come.

Gregory J. Gabriel, 33°
Personal Representative to the Deputy in the Orient of California
DO IT RITE! 



Pasadena Scottish Rite Bulletin8

GARRETT S. CHAN
Grand Master of Masons in California

It’s no exaggeration to say Garrett Chan has spent a lifetime in Masonry, 
from his time as an active member of the youth orders all the way through 
his service to multiple blue lodges, the Grand Lodge, and several other 
Masonic organizations. 

Continued on next page
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Continued on next page

A third-generation Mason, Bro. Chan followed in the footsteps of 
his grandfather, Ralph Leo, his father, Hendry Chan, and his brother, 
Stephen Chan, all of whom were Masons. Additionally, his grandmother 
was also a member of the Order of the Eastern Star and his sister, Lauren 
Chan-Welch, is past honored queen of Bethel No. 37 of Job’s Daughters. 
Bro. Chan’s Masonic career began at 13 years old, when he was initiated 
into San Francisco Chapter of the Order of DeMolay in 1976. There, he 
became deeply involved in DeMolay, serving as chapter master councilor 
and later as master councilor of the Pacific Division and senior councilor 
for Northern California. He was later invested with the DeMolay 
Chevalier and the DeMolay Legion of Honor.

In 1984, he followed his brother into Masonry in United No. 374 (now 
Pacific-Starr King No. 136). Garrett Chan was raised there in 1985 and 
was elected master of the lodge in 1992. Shortly thereafter, he was elected 
president of the Chinese Acacia Club, the venerable San Francisco 
Chinese American Masonic organization, and still serves as its director 
of ritual. In 2000, he affiliated with California No. 1, where he has served 
as a trustee for the past several years. He is also a charter member of 
Columbia Historic Lodge. 

Since then, Bro. Chan has frequently been tapped by the Grand Lodge 
to serve on various boards and committees. His service includes sitting 
on the board of the Nob Hill Masonic Center since 2009 (where he 
was chairman and president from 2015-18), as well as the boards of the 
Masonic Homes (since 2014), California Masonic Memorial Temple 

Grand Master, continued...

Continued on next page
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(since 2022), Acacia Creek (since 2024), and the California Masonic 
Foundation. He’s also served on the Grand Lodge Executive Committee 
since 2022, the Grand Lodge Activities Committee, the Temple 
Properties and Taxation Committee, and the Credentials Committee. 
In 2018, he was appointed grand bible bearer and in 2022 was elected to 
the grand line, beginning as junior grand warden. In 2024, he was elected 
deputy grand master. 

In addition to his work for the Grand Lodge, Bro. Chan is keenly involved 
in many other Masonic bodies, including the Scottish Rite, York Rite, 
Shrine, and Red Cross of Constantine. He’s also served as director of 
the DeMolay Foundation of California and previously served as chapter 
advisor for DeMolay’s San Francisco Chapter. 

A lifelong San Franciscan, Bro. Chan graduated from San Francisco 
State University with a degree in business administration and worked for 
38 years in new construction real estate sales as vice president of sales 
and marketing for Pacific Marketing Associates and Lennar, a national 
homebuilder firm. He was also active in his children’s schools as chairman 
of their marketing and fundraising committees, sitting on the school’s 
board, and serving as president of the parents’ association for several 
years. 

He and his wife, JoMay, still live in San Francisco and have two adult 
sons, both of whom are now senior DeMolays.

Grand Master, continued...
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PASADENA SCOTTISH RITE BODIES  
 

CORDIALLY INVITES YOU TO A RECEPTION HONORING  
 

MOST WORSHIPFUL  
GARRETT S. CHAN  

GRAND MASTER OF MASONS IN CALIFORNI A 
 

AND THE  
 

132 nd  INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS  
 

FRIDAY EVENING, JANUARY 23 , 20 26 
 

RECEPTION 6 PM  
DINNER 6:30 PM  

INSTALLATION 8 PM  
DONATION $ 35.00  

 
MEMBERS AND THEIR INVITED GUEST S  ONLY  

 
VRAM MARTIROSYAN , 32° KCCH  
VENERABLE MASTER ELECT  
LODGE OF PERFECTION  

 OHANNES ANTABIAN , 32°  KSA  
WISE MASTER ELECT  
CHAPTER OF ROSE CROIX  
 

TIMOTHY D. O’HAIR , 32°  KSA  
COMMANDER ELECT  
COUNCIL OF KADOSH  

 

 WILLIAM R. MARSH , 32° K SA  
MASTER OF KADOSH ELECT  
CONSISTORY  

 
 

DINNER RESERVATIONS REQUIRED  BY JANUARY 21, 20 26 
 

RSVP@PASADENASCOTTISHRITE.ORG  or  626 795 - 4213  



 

A Sponsor's Responsibility
For every petitioner for the degrees of Scottish Rite Degrees there 
is a Scottish Rite Mason who is his sponsor on whom rests the re-
sponsibility for proper training of the petitioner. The Scottish Rite 
Mason who signs the petition has a responsibility that does not end 
with their signature on the petition. If you invited a guest to a gath-
ering at your home, you make sure that he meets all of your guest 
and is made welcome and comfortable. Isn't the man whom you 
recommend Scottish Rite Freemasonry entitled to the same cour-
tesy? As his sponsor, is it not your duty to assist him with his work 
and take an interest in his progress? It seems to us that it is, and 
that you should see to it that he fully understands the fine lessons 
of our degrees. If you recommend a man to the Scottish Rite, satisfy 
yourself that he is receiving that for which you recommended  him. 
To do so is but a Masonic courtesy and it is your duty as a Scottish 
Rite Mason.

Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, SJ, to improve it members and enhance the 

communities in which they live by teaching and emulating the principles of Brotherly Love, Tolerance, 
Charity, and Truth while actively embracing high social, moral, and spiritual values including fellowship, 

compassion, and dedication to God, family and country.

Strategic Objectives
Fulfill the promise of additional Masonic knowledge through education and training.

Build a Positive Public Image of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.
Support and expand our philanthropic activities.

Provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and long-term success of the Fraternity.
Provide a financial process to ensure the stability and long-term success of the Fraternity

Scottish Rite Creed
Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought our supreme wish, freedom of conscience our mission, and 

the guarantee of equal rights to all people everywhere our ultimate goal.

Visit us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/PasadenaAASR

Pasadena Scottish Rite Bulletin12
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A Little Holiday Magic at the Pasadena Scottish Rite

Michael D.T. Smith, 32º KCCH

	 Every year, when the air is crisp and the 
days are short, many of our members can be found 
participating in an event that happens annually at 
the Pasadena Scottish Rite.  This year continues 
that tradition as the Pasadena Jaycees ran the 91st 
annual Operation Santa out of the Cathedral.  The 
project collects letters from children in the area 
between October and November, gathers toys 
from local toy drives from November to December, 
and then culminates in the sorting, packing, and 
delivering of presents to those in need.

Since 1934, teams of Santa and his helpers have been leaving our building to 
fan out from this symbolic North Pole to deliver presents to needy children 
across Pasadena and its surrounding communities. This year, Operation 
Santa delivered over 2,200 gifts to children, who also got to spend a little 
time with Santa himself. 

The devastation of the Eaton Fire earlier this year has proven that this charity 
event is greatly needed, and the Pasadena community delivered. For those 
who have lost their homes, our beloved cathedral acted as their home away 
from home, as over 100 families visited Santa right here in our little building.

Treasurers Report, Continued...

Continued on next page
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Continued on next page

Two of the most important lessons in our fraternity are that the work is its 
own reward and that benevolent charity should be given whenever we are able 
to lend a helping hand.  For many in our valley, this is an unsung event, but its 
impact on the local community looms large in the memory of those children 
we have assisted. Many from our masonic families have been found here 
sorting toys, putting on the red suit, escorting the man in red, and making hot 
cocoa for when volunteers return. From Personal Representative’s past and 
present, to newly minted Masters of the Royal Secret and their own families- 
this event has held a special place in the heart of those who participate.

This is one of those moments when we, as Scottish Rite Masons, can do good 
in the world without it having to bear the square and compass to matter. 
To quote this year’s chair for the event, “So many have lost so much, this is 
a wonderful opportunity to help others in need and bring a bit of holiday 
magic into the homes of children who otherwise might not have any joy this 
holiday season.” I am happy to say that our Members have helped, in small 
and big ways, to share the joy of the holiday season with so many in need, 
without seeking recognition. To everyone who has helped with this event 
since 1934 and who has helped make the holidays that much better for the 
community, thank you.

Michael DT Smith 32º KCCH

A Little Holiday Magic continued...

2026 Reunions

Phase 1
4th thru 6th degrees     Friday, June 12, 2026

7th thru 16th degrees     Saturday, June 13, 2026

California Statewide Reunion
4th thru 32nd degrees

Friday, August 21st
Saturday, August 22nd
& Sunday, August 23rd
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Pasadena Childhood Language Center

 

Meghri Habashian, Office Coordinator

Donations may be made by a group, an organization, a couple, or an 
individual. They may be made In Honor of…, In Memory of…, as a 
member of the 365 Club, or as Friends of the Center. All donors are 
recognized in the bulletin. 

Thank You to Our December 2025 Donors
365 Club 

Frank Barbano, William Rook, Jack Carlson, Daniel R. Jones,  
Ryan Sullivan

Memorials
Michele Ashmalla in memory of Philip George

James & Mary McClung in memory of Sharon Konoske
Steven Klein in memory of Katie Rylande

In Honor of

Friends of the Center
Anonymous, Ernesto Atuel, Miles Bresee, Walton Rowell, 

Wayne Sauer, Ramiro Villalon, Office Piggy 

Donations paid through the valley office, online with your dues or 
mailed to our office are listed. 

All donations paid directly to California Scottish Rite Foundation for 
Pasadena Rite Care may not be listed above.

Remember when making donations please make checks payable 
to “California Scottish Rite Foundation” and put Pasadena on the 
memo line.
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Official Publication of the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, 

Southern Jurisdiction of the USA, Valley 
of Pasadena and Coordinate Bodies

Gregory J. Gabriel, 330	     Personal Representative

Officers of the Pasadena Bodies
Lodge of Perfection

Jeffrey W. Yates, 320 KCCH
Venerable Master

Chapter of Rose Croix
John S.C. Thorpe, 320

Wise Master
Council of Kadosh

Jonathan M. Wood, 320

Commander
Consistory

Leonard Manoukian, 320 KCCH
Master of Kadosh

All Bodies
Jeffrey W. Yates, 320 KCCH	 Almoner
Miles H. Bresee III, 320 KCCH	 Treasurer
Ronald W. Alcorn III, 330	 Secretary
Keith D. Kramer, 320 KCCH	  Asst. to Secretary
Stephen R. Miller, 320 KCCH	 Organist
Wayne R. Sauer, 320 KSA	 Tiler

aaaaaaaaaaaaaa

Made in the

USA

Scottish Rite Calendar
Keep Friday Nights for Scottish Rite

Dress is Coat and Tie

JANUARY

Friday, January 2
3:00PM	 Library Open
5:00PM	 Cathedral Board
6:00PM	 Social
6:30PM	 Dinner 
8:00PM	 Stated Meeting
	 Consistory in Charge
	 Womens Association

Saturday, January 10
9:30AM Knights of Saint Andrew

Friday, January 16
7:00PM	 Installation Practice

Friday, January 23
6:00PM	  Reception Honoring
MW Garrett S. Chan, Grand Master of  
Masons in California
6:30PM	  Dinner $35
Members and their invited guests only
8:00PM	  Installation of Officers

Saturday, January 24
10:00AM Discussion Group

Monday, January 26
5:00PM	 Rite Care Board - on Zoom

Friday, January 30 & 31
PR & Secretaries Meeting &
Foundation Meeting in Buringame 

SAVE THE DATE

February 6 - Stated Meeting
March 13 - Stated Meeting  &
	     Spirit of Hiram


