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Ohannes Antabian, 32° KSA

Wise Master
Chapter of Rose Croix

The United States’ Founding Fathers, including 
George Washington, John Hancock, Benjamin 
Franklin, and Paul Revere, are well known across 
the U.S. for laying the foundation upon which our 
country has been built, just as their devotion to the 
Fraternity is praised among Masons. 

Throughout the course of American History, the 
Patriots of our beloved country have always been 
ready to defend Her from all enemies, foreign and 
domestic. Masons do not discuss politics in lodge because the main goal of 
Masonry is to promote peace and harmony. Regardless of what a brother’s 
political opinion is, he is always greeted with kindness and brotherhood. 
Each is ever ready to defend the freedom we all enjoy and to promote the 
tenets of the Order: Peace, Harmony and Brotherly Love. 

July the 4th is significant not only to America, but to Freemasons as well. 
Nine of the signors of the Declaration of Independence were Freemasons, 
General George Washington, our first President, was a Freemason, and many 
members of the Sons of Liberty were Freemasons as well. The ideals and 
beliefs they held that led them to revolution were found in the very heart of 
Freemasonry. These men who stood in harm’s way, putting their beliefs for 
a better future, for an America under its own rule and not that of Britain, 
shared many of the same beliefs that can be traced back to ritual in lodge. 
Their bravery has allowed us to not celebrate them on this day, but to celebrate 
those beliefs and ideals. Lodges across the country exemplify the core beliefs 
and foundations of the Declaration and Constitution. Men from all walks of 
life, from all stations, races, and religion come together at a lodge meeting, in 
brotherhood and fraternity. As this country came together with those from 
all walks of life, so do our lodge meetings. At our stated July meeting, we will 

Continued on next page...
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Wise Master, Continued...

celebrate in a beautiful fashion of music and traditional dinner.

Freemasons celebrate Independence Day by reflecting on the heavy influence 
of the Craft on early America. From the castors of the Liberty Bell to the 
writers of the National Anthem (Francis Scott Key), many founding figures 
instrumental to the holiday were Freemasons. Our celebration normally 
entails with an amazing fireworks, classic backyard barbecues, picnics and 
patriotic-themed treats. The consumption of sales spikes for: Yellow Corn 
+38%, Charcoal 222%, Potato Salad 177%, Baby Back Ribs 170% and Hot 
Dog Buns 163%. Historical vs. Modern: On July 4, 1776, John Adams and 
his wife Abigail celebrated Independence Day by eating turtle soup, poached 
salmon with egg sauce, green peas, and boiled potatoes. 

Happy Independence Day!

Ohannes “Hovig” Antabian, 32°, KSA
Wise Master, Chapter of Rose Croix

Visit us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/PasadenaAASR

Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, SJ, to improve it members and enhance the 

communities in which they live by teaching and emulating the principles of Brotherly Love, Tolerance, 
Charity, and Truth while actively embracing high social, moral, and spiritual values including fellowship, 

compassion, and dedication to God, family and country.

Strategic Objectives
Fulfill the promise of additional Masonic knowledge through education and training.

Build a Positive Public Image of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.
Support and expand our philanthropic activities.

Provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and long-term success of the Fraternity.
Provide a financial process to ensure the stability and long-term success of the Fraternity

Scottish Rite Creed
Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought our supreme wish, freedom of conscience our mission, and 

the guarantee of equal rights to all people everywhere our ultimate goal.
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Timothy D. O’Hair, 32° KSA

Commander
Council of Kadosh

Once again we return to the theme of Kadosh, 
and, moving forward with the concept of being 
set apart, I want to touch on heroes and history. 
And what a great time to pay tribute, for we have 
arrived at the summer of the 250th anniversary of 
the signing of the Declaration of Independence, 
a document produced by a gathering of radical 
gentleman philosopher/scholars who envisioned a 
different path forward.  They intentionally invoked 
ideas familiar to us, the United States being born to 
be a beacon, a shining light to guide mankind. For 
the next seven years, an army of “knights” fought to fulfill that promise.

We know from our history books that the American Revolution brought 
difficult times, the privations of Valley Forge being but one stark example. 
When facing such toil, such struggle, the leader has to find something 
greater to motivate his men; in a later quote, often attributed to Garibaldi 
(or even early American Commander Decatur), we hear a warning to new 
recruits along the lines of “you are to expect a life of toil, hardship, danger, 
and privation in this order, with no other reward than honor and the 
consciousness of welldoing.” There has to be the feeling of something greater.

Moreover, the knight has traditionally been expected to serve an 
apprenticeship, learning right action before being armed. The knight must 
prove himself, his virtue, temperance, fidelity, constancy, and nobleness of 
heart, fit to be enrolled in the ranks of chivalry… The muscle must be worked 
to be strengthened through trial by fire.  For those going through the degrees 
in these halls, remember, it is not enough to hear a story, mere exposure is 
cheap. You must do the work; the lessons must be distilled, internalized, 
acted on, that is your knightly apprenticeship.

Continued on next page...
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So as you experience the festivities of the birth of this great nation, take a 
moment to reflect on the lessons you are learning, the promises you have 
made, and remember the famous closing line of the Declaration: to this “we 
mutually pledge our lives, our fortunes and our sacred honor.” They knew 
what was to set America apart and put themselves on the line for that cause. 
What sets us – you – apart as a knight of this order, resonating from Valley 
Forge to YOUR Valley?

Timothy D. O’Hair, 32º KSA
Commander, Council of Kadosh

Commander, continued...

 

A Sponsor's Responsibility
For every petitioner for the degrees of Scottish Rite Degrees there 
is a Scottish Rite Mason who is his sponsor on whom rests the re-
sponsibility for proper training of the petitioner. The Scottish Rite 
Mason who signs the petition has a responsibility that does not end 
with their signature on the petition. If you invited a guest to a gath-
ering at your home, you make sure that he meets all of your guest 
and is made welcome and comfortable. Isn't the man whom you 
recommend Scottish Rite Freemasonry entitled to the same cour-
tesy? As his sponsor, is it not your duty to assist him with his work 
and take an interest in his progress? It seems to us that it is, and 
that you should see to it that he fully understands the fine lessons 
of our degrees. If you recommend a man to the Scottish Rite, satisfy 
yourself that he is receiving that for which you recommended  him. 
To do so is but a Masonic courtesy and it is your duty as a Scottish 
Rite Mason.
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The Secretary’s Desk

Ill. Ronald W. Alcorn III, 33º
On July 10th we will be having a reception 
honoring Ill. Arthur L. Salazar, Jr., 33º Deputy 
in the Orient of California. After dinner we 
will be presenting the 18 members of the Ill. 
Vernon M. Dandridge, 33º memorial class 
with thier 14th degree rings.

On our August 7th meeting, we will be 
presenting the Henville award.

The Statewide Reunion will be held at our Valley 
on August 21st, 22nd & 23rd. More details can be found on page 10 & 11.

Since our last Bulletin, the Supreme Council updated our member  
records to reflect the dues amount for 2027. Please remember that you 
will be receiving your 2027 dues notice from the Supreme Council soon 
and for most of you, it will include your dues card for 2027, so please be 
on the lookout for it and don’t throw it away.

Fraternally,

Ronald W. Alcorn III, 33°
General Secretary
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The P.R.’s Corner
Ill. Gregory J. Gabriel, 33º

Summer Overdrive

There is a lot going on this summer in the Valley of 
Pasadena, so let’s get to it.

First, congratulations to our Illustrious Vernon Dan-
dridge, 33° reunion class. I welcome you brothers to 
the Valley of Pasadena and hope that you will consid-
er the Rite, your home away from home. I encourage 
you to be active and enjoy your membership in Scot-
tish Rite.

Next, we will host the first official visit of our new Deputy, Illustrious Arthur 
L. Salazar, Jr., 33°, at the July stated meeting. This will be a great opportunity 
to get to know our Deputy and to ask him questions about his future plans 
for the Orient of California and what’s the latest from our Sovereign Grand 
Commander and the Supreme Council. Remember, attire is Hawaiian shirts 
or lodge polos. No jeans or shorts. Also, our new members will receive their 
14° rings.

August will be the busiest month yet. We will have the annual presentation 
of the Henville Award during the stated meeting dinner. Who will be so 
honored? Come to the meeting and find out. Then at the end of the month, 
we look forward to the event we have been planning for the past year. The 
statewide reunion class. We will need all members to help with this massive 
undertaking. No job assignment is too small. The Valley needs you. Please 
volunteer and be a part of this memorable occasion. And yes, we will be ac-
cepting applications for membership right up until the start of the degrees. 
So, let’s get them in.

Finally, thank you all for everything you do to make the Valley of Pasadena 
the best valley in the Southern Jurisdiction. It shows and I truly appreciate it.

Gregory J. Gabriel, 33°
Personal Representative of the Deputy in the Orient of California
DO IT RITE!
8
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July/August Stated Dinner Menus
Stated Meeting on July 10th

Cheese & Crackers
Southwestern Salad

Baby Back Ribs
Roasted Corn
Baked Beans
Cornbread

Apple Pie A La Mode

Last Day for reservations: Wednesday, July 8th at 2pm

Stated Meeting on August 7th
Cheese & Crackers

Island Paradise Salad
Hawaiian Chicken

Coconut Pineapple Rice
Green Beens with Hoisin Sauce

Hawaiian Dinner Rolls
Tropical Dessert

Last Day for reservations: Wednesday, August 5th at 2pm

 Number of Reservations at $20.00 Per Person..................
Fish or Vegetarian on request only when making reservation.

Remember - a reservation made is a reservation paid.
RSVP@pasadenascottishrite.org or 626-795-4213 Ext: 101
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ARTHUR L. SALAZAR, JR., 33° 
DEPUTY IN CALIFORNIA 

RONALD W. ALCORN III, 33° 
GENERAL SECRETARY 

GREGORY J. GABRIEL, 33° 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE DEPUTY IN CALIFORNIA 

 
150 NORTH MADISON AVENUE  ··  PASADENA  ··  CALIFORNIA 91101-1710  ··  626 795-4213  ··  FAX 626 795-1487  ··  RON@PASADENASCOTTISHRITE.ORG 

 

Pasadena  
 

ANCIENT & ACCEPTED  

Scottish Rite  
OF FREEMASONRY  

 
May 28, 2026 
 
To:  Scottish Rite Valleys 
 
Re: 2026 California Statewide Reunion 
 
When: Friday, August 21st to Sunday, August 23rd, 2026 
 
Where: Valley of Pasadena Scottish Rite 150 N. Madison Ave., Pasadena, CA 91101 
 
Hotel: We have arranged a discounted room rate of $219 per night at the AC Hotel located 

at 19 S. Madison Ave. (1½ blocks south of us) for those of you that may want to 
stay closer to us during the reunion in August. The room block is Thursday 8/20 
through Sunday 8/23, if you need to stay over till Monday 8/24 send me the name 
the room is reserved under and the reservation number and we can request the extra 
day for you. You can leave your vehicle in our parking lot for the entire Reunion. 

 
https://app.marriott.com/reslink?id=1776287747972&key=GRP&app=resvlink  

 
DEADLINE FOR HOTEL RESERVATIONS IS JULY 25TH! 

 
Food: Meals are $140 for the entire reunion, if you are only staying for part of the reunion 

the cost breakdown per day for meals is Friday $55, Saturday $55, Sunday $30 
Friday continental breakfast, lunch & dinner 
Saturday continental breakfast, lunch & dinner 
Sunday continental breakfast & lunch 

 
Registering for Statewide is through your Valley Secretary only. The Secretaries will be 
providing us with their list of Candidates and others who may be attending from your 
respective Scottish Rite Valley. 
 
If you have any questions, you can reach me via email at ron@pasadenascottishrite.org. 
 
 
Sincerely and fraternally, 

 
 

Ronald W. Alcorn III 
 
General Secretary 

Candidates who have applied for membership in the Valley of Pasadena,
your meals during the reunion are included in your application fee.
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2026 Orient of California Statewide Reunion 
Hosted by the Valley of Pasadena 

Friday, August 21st
	   7:00 AM 	 Continental Breakfast / Class Registration
	   8:00 AM	 Opening Ceremonies
	   8:30 AM	 4th Degree Through 8th Degree
	 12:05 PM	 Lunch
	   1:00 PM	 9th Degree Through 14th Degree
	   5:00 PM	 Steak Dinner
	   6:45 PM	 15th Degree & 16th Degree
	   9:00 PM	 Closing

Saturday, August 22nd
	   7:00 AM 	 Continental Breakfast
	   8:00 AM	 17th Degree Through 21st Degree
	 12:30 PM	 Lunch
	   1:15 PM	 22nd Degree Through 27th Degree
	   5:35 PM	 Chicken Dinner
	   7:00 PM	 28th Degree
	   8:45 PM	 Closing

Sunday, August 23rd
	   8:00 AM 	 Continental Breakfast
	   9:00 AM	 29th Degree Through 31st Degree
	 12:00 PM	 Lunch
	   1:00 PM	 Reunion Class Photo

	   1:15 PM	 32nd Degree
3:00 PM	 Dismissed

Costs for meals are listed in the letter to the Valleys on the previous page!
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Acacia Guild

This program recognizes all Scottish Rite, SJ, 
members who join by making a $1,000 cash 
contribution in the Acacia Guild. This gift can 
be made in a single payment or can be made by 
contributing $83.33/month for twelve months by 
credit card or ACH withdrawal from a checking 
or savings account. The $1,000 gift will be split: 
one half will go to the House of the Temple His-
toric Preservation Foundation, Inc. to help with 
our Rebuilding the Temple Campaign and to 
support Temple maintenance; and the other will go to the Scottish 
Rite Foundation, Southern Jurisdiction, U.S.A, Inc., to assist with the 
RiteCare Scottish Rite Childhood Language Program, scholarship 
programs, and other worthy activities.

Guild Benefits
Scottish Rite brethren who make a donation will receive an impres-
sive award made of sterling silver hanging from a purple ribbon fea-
turing the words “Acacia Guild” with an acacia branch prominently 
displayed. Each award also will be serially numbered on the back. 
Members of the Acacia Guild also will be able to participate in pri-
vate, live discussions via the internet with the Grand Commander, 
attend a special reception at the Biennial Session, and enjoy other 
special limited benefits.

Why “Acacia Guild”?
The name was selected for specific reasons. First, the acacia plays a 
central role in Masonic lore and represents immortality. Secondly, as 
the original Freemasons belonged to guilds, it seemed appropriate 
that brethren who supported our philanthropies should be united in 
a similar body. Your gift in becoming a part of the Guild shows your 
dedication to the future of our philanthropies. You will be making a 
financial investment that will aid with our philanthropic challenges 
for years to come

More information regarding the Acacia Guild can be found at...
https://scottishrite.org/giving/ways-to-give/acacia-guild/

https://scottishrite.org/giving/ways-to-give/acacia-guild/
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SCOTTISH RITE 
MEMBER DEVELOPMENT HANDBOOK.

AN INTRODUCTION TO BECOMING A SUCCESSFUL LEADER IN 
ONE OF AMERICA’S FINEST FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS.

What is “Scottish” about the Scottish Rite?

Other than the name, and one degree, practically nothing is “Scot-
tish” in the Scottish Rite.   While it is often asserted that the rite be-
gan in Scotland, it seems to have developed in France. 

  The “Rite of Perfection”, as it was then known, consisted of twenty 
five degrees.   This system of Freemasonry eventually crossed the At-
lantic, where it evolved into what we now know as the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry.   

  The Lodge of the Double Headed Eagle as the Scottish Rite has been 
called was first formed in Charleston, South Carolina, in 1801 by 9 
men.  This fledgling start began one of the greatest Fraternal jour-
neys in modern times.   The Southern Jurisdiction of the Ancient 
and Accepted Scottish Rite is now one of the largest and most pres-
tigious groups of Freemasons in the world.  Its history, ritual, and 
traditions have spanned the history of this country.  As the country 
has grown and flourished, so has the Scottish Rite.

And while the country has faced challenges, the Scottish Rite has not 
been without its own.   The history of the Scottish Rite includes how 
the Scottish Rite has helped influence America’s middle-class culture 
and the nation’s democratic, civic, and moral values. It has produced 
outstanding leaders and prominent individuals.  While we could 

Continued on next page
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spend a lot of time on the history of the Rite, perhaps our time would 
be best spent giving you an overview of what you are undertaking as 
a member who desires to increase his knowledge of the Scottish Rite.  
There is also a wealth of information available from the Director of 
Scottish Rite Education or the Valley Secretary.

Bibliographical source:
SCOTTISH RITE MEMBER DEVELOPMENT HANDBOOK. AN IN-
TRODUCTION TO BECOMING A SUCCESSFUL LEADER IN ONE 
OF AMERICA’S FINEST FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS.  JANUARY 
2016. (Page:1).

Research, Summary by: 
Bro. Oliver A. Torrealba, 32° KSA.
Knight of the Council of Nine, KSA-PSR
Orator & Past-First Knight KSA-LBSR. 

Library Treasures, continued...

Master Craftsman Online College & Leadership Academy. 
https://mastercraftsmancollege.org/

That’s right: Master Craftsman is 
now ONLINE! Since its inception 
in 2009, the Scottish Rite Master 
Craftsman education program has 
been a leading source for Masonic 
education, not only here in the 
Southern Jurisdiction, but also 
across the globe.
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Pasadena Childhood Language Center

 

Meghri Habashian, Office Coordinator

Donations may be made by a group, an organization, a couple, or an 
individual. They may be made In Honor of…, In Memory of…, as a 
member of the 365 Club, or as Friends of the Center. All donors are 
recognized in the bulletin. 

Thank You to Our June 2026 Donors
365 Club 

Frank Barbano, Jack Carlson, Daniel R. Jones,  
Ryan Sullivan, Calvin Smith, John Vautin

Memorials

In Honor of

Friends of the Center

Donations paid through the valley office, online with your dues or 
mailed to us at our office are listed. 

All donations paid directly to California Scottish Rite Foundation for 
Pasadena Rite Care may not be listed above.

Remember when making donations please make checks payable 
to “California Scottish Rite Foundation” and put Pasadena on the 
memo line.
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Official Publication of the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, 

Southern Jurisdiction of the USA, Valley 
of Pasadena and Coordinate Bodies

Gregory J. Gabriel, 330	     Personal Representative

Officers of the Pasadena Bodies
Lodge of Perfection

Vram Martirosyan, 320 KCCH
Venerable Master

Chapter of Rose Croix
Ohannes Antabian, 320 KSA

Wise Master
Council of Kadosh

Timothy D. O’Hair, 320 KSA
Commander
Consistory

William R. Marsh, 320 KSA
Master of Kadosh

All Bodies
Jeffrey W. Yates, 320 KCCH	 Almoner
Miles H. Bresee III, 320 KCCH	 Treasurer
Ronald W. Alcorn III, 330	 Secretary
Keith D. Kramer, 320 KCCH	  Asst. to Secretary
Nichiolas A.N. Hirlinger Saylor, 320 	 Organist
Wayne R. Sauer, 320 KSA	 Tiler

aaaaaaaaaaaaaa

Scottish Rite Calendar
Keep Friday Nights for Scottish Rite

Dress is Business Casual

JULY
Friday, July 10
5:00PM	 Cathedral Board
6:00PM	 Reception Honoring 
	 Arthur L. Salazar, Jr. - Deputy
6:30PM	 Dinner & Entertainment
7:30PM	 140 Ring Ceremony
8:00PM	 Stated Meeting 
	 Chapter of Rose Croix in Charge
	 Women’s Association

Saturday, July 11
9:30AM Knights of Saint Andrew

Monday, July 20
5:00PM	 Rite Care Board - on Zoom

Saturday, July 25
10:00AM Discussion Group

AUGUST
Friday, August 7
5:00PM	 Cathedral Board
6:00PM	 Social Fellowship
6:30PM	 Dinner
7:30PM	 Henville Award Presentation
8:00PM	 Stated Meeting
	 Council of Kadosh in Charge
	 Womens Association

Saturday, August 8
9:30AM Knights of Saint Andrew

Friday, August 21-Sunday, August 23
2026 Statewide Reunion (see page 11/12)

Saturday, August 29
10:00AM Discussion Group

SAVE THE DATE
September 4 - Stated Meeting & 
                           Capping Ceremony
October 2 - Stated Meeting
November 6 - Stated Meeting


